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HOSTESS AT EXHIBIT HOUSE TELLS OF EXPERIENCES 


By F. Corinne De Chicchis, in The Charette, Pittsburgh's Journal of Architecture. 


The world is roughly divided into three human groups—men, women, and architects. The latter were first 
brought to my attention five years ago and I have since come to regard them as infinitely superior to the former 
two. They are the paradoxes of the age—dreamers yet realists, tender philosophers yet shrewd business men. 

My earliest encounter with the architects' unique outlook came in my freshman year at Tech when a pro- 
fessor thoroughly frightened our whole class the first day. If, he snarled, we dared think that some day we might 


call ourselves architects, we might just 
as well prepare for an exhausting strug- 
gle. I remember at the time how I 
shuddered at my own hypocrisy. I had 
never leaped to my feet during puberty 
and dedicated my soul to architecture. 
I just happened to enroll in the course. 
And now they were telling me that 
people don't just happen in architecture. 

As the years ground by, I saw (by 
the way of Hamlin) how architects 
shaped the destinies of countries and 
continents, how they practically ran 
the show. It all struck me as being 
rather significant, I graduated a com- 
plete snob. 

I must admit that my attitude toward 
the layman was still condescending 
when I agreed to answer the public's 
"architectural" questions at the recent 
Better Homes Exposition in West View 
Park. I took up my post in the small 
white booth marked "Architectural In- 
formation” (just outside the ‘$50,000 
exhibit home") and defied anyone to 
criticize The House of Beautility. 

The first day I was hostile, yet polite. 
The second day found my architectural 
soul a bit bruised. By the third day I 
was down quite a few pegs on the lad- 
der and by the ninth and last day I was 
docile as a lamb. The people—the mass 
—had advanced on the premises and 
were acting just like people! Yes, 
there were those who praised and sigh- 
ed, but others scoffed and shuddered. 
They stood in line, calm, unfrenzied. 
Where were the stares of awe and an- 
ticipation? Here they were, privileged 
to behold an architectural accomplish- 
ment, and they were approaching it like 


Miss De Chicchis is a graduate in 
architecture, a talented young de- 
signer, who served as the architects" 


hostess at the House of Beautility 
during nine days of the recent Better 
Homes Exposition in Pittsburgh. 


folks buying tickets to a B picture! 

Gradually I took stock of the situa- 
tion and honestly informed myself 
about the General Public. They were 
various and sundry easy-going, practical 
folks who had come to see "that modern 
house that's been advertised in the 
papers." Some of them were perfectly 
content in their $80 a month Appliqued 
Colonial, some were sick of apartments, 
some were frankly curious, some were 
intent on stealing ideas for their future 
homes, and others came merely to scorn 
the unconventional. There they were— 
the people architects work for and 
against. They really run the show! 

As I said before, I was prejudiced. 
For here, in actuality, was a contem- 
porary home—the sort of thing we de- 
signed at school, tongue in cheek, know- 
ing full well that we might never de- 
sign such a house in reality, for a liv- 
ing, breathing customer. But once I 
came off my high horse, once I allowed 
myself to be objective about the House, 
I found there was room for criticism. 

To me the house was not so much 
"conservative contemporary" (as it was 
billed), as it was self-conscious modern. 
I disliked its cool, crisp sophistication. 
1 felt that the cost was way out of reach 
of the average family. The use of the 
different levels didn't ring true, and a 


certain conglomeration of cliches made 
me wince. 


But despite these reservations, here 
was the beginning. Here was a solid. 
tangible example of contemporary arch-, 
itecture for the people to tear apart, 
to love, to scorn, to talk about. Only by 
designing and erecting such homes can 
we jolt the general public from their 
architectural lethargy. Or is it a coma? 

Why this sluggishness on the part of 
the public? Why is the cultural lag in 
architecture so pronounced? Greater 
than the lag in literature, in music, in 
painting? In such a useful, intimate 
art, one would expect the gap between 
advancement and acceptance to be brief 
indeed. 

The reason is, of course, that there 
are too few good modern homes. Archi-: 
tects may talk among themselves of 
the wonderments of functionalism and 
organic design, but unless they bridge, 
the gap between their intellectual 
snobbishness and the practical consid- 
erations of John and Mary Anybody, 
they cannot hope for an architecturally’ 
informed public. 

The public must not be allowed to 
think of contemporary design as the 
plaything of the rich, the special prov 
ince of a group of gifted but "kept" 
architects, and the hobby of the Eames 
Chair Set. Good modern design must 
be explained as a new and honest ap- 
proach to living, one that expresses our 
age, our niores, the vital tempo. 

It has been said that the Greeks had 
great architecture because every man, 
woman and child was actually aware of 


were interested in and proud of their 
buildings, giving their builders an in- 
valuable incentive. If today's citizen of 
the republic were to pause before a 
building under construction to exclaim 
Over its proportion and examine its 
meaning, the red wagon would whisk 
him away quicker than he could 
Section Modulus 

The best inoculation against the dis- 
ease of architectural disinterest is the 
erection of fresh, new homes for the 
publie to visit and judge. The House of 
Beautility was just one of the shots of 
serum the profession needs. Thousands 


say 


came and these thousands were made 
aware and this awareness is what 
counts 
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“Is this a California-type house?” a 
few hundred asked. “Is this what they 
call а ranch-style?” Of all questions 
asked and repeated, these two gave me 
most concern. Toa majority of people, 
any modern home that sprawls leisurely 
and easily and is open to fresh air and 
sun is a California or ranch house. True, 
we do not have the West's wide open 
zes that yawn for long, low struc- 
but the West has no patent on 
the rambling home that is both liveable 
and inviting. 


“But you can see the dining table 


from the living room!” one shocked 
matron informed me. "Yes, indeed," I 
said, “you can. Since the time spent 


in eating is relatively short, the alloca- 
tion of a special chewing chamber has 
long seemed senseles Unless mem- 
bers of the family desire to seal them- 
selves up while cutting their cutlet, 
there is really no valid objection to 
setting the festive board right out in 
view." After our talk, this same woman 
admitted wearily that the darkest, 
dreariest room in her house was the 
boxed-off dining room. 

Many felt the storage hallway of 
Beautility House was a “horrible waste 
of space." Many others thought the use 
of space throughout the house was ex- 
tremely sensitive and economic. There 
were many other differences of opinion. 

"So this is modern! Well gosh, it's not 
what I expected. It's swell!" 

"If this is modern, ГЇЇ take an old- 
fashioned! 

"If I had a house like this I'd have 
reason to leave home!" 

"Sure, it's nice—for Arizona, say— 
but no good for Pennsylvania." 

"Where's the garage? What? The car- 
port? Uh-uh, it'll never work." 

"It's kinda like a Hollywood set. Ele- 
gant!" 

Quite a few thought the House *'too 
rich for their blood." One man com- 
mented that “this sort of thing cut down 
to the size of the average guy's purse is 
what's needed." Visitors found the orth- 
odox exposure of brick and stone in the 
interiors, the galleryway (or winter 
garden-storage-hallway), and the ply- 
wood walls hard to swallow. The bed- 
rooms were thought too small. The 
kitchen, to a lot of women, was badly 
planned. To some, the house was com- 
fortably floppy; to others it was too 
formal. Such were the comments—all 
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As a stimulant, the house was highly 
successful. Visitors definitely went away 
with a more concrete conception of 
"modern." They formed opinions on the 
spot—about a building, a structure 

They may not have been aware of 
it, but they were thinking about arch- 
itecture. 
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C. H. CRANE VISITS DETROIT 


C. Howard Crane, A.LA., of Detroit 
and London, was a visitor to Detroit 
recently. He stopped at the Hotel Fort 
Shelby as guest of his good friend E 
J. Frawley, the Fort Shelby's manager. 
He also visited his son and daughter- 
in-law, Mr. and Mrs. C. Lyman Crane, 
of Grosse Pointe. He left here for Hart- 
ford, Conn. to visit his mother, Mrs. C. 
E. Crane. 

Mr. Crane, who has 
been in London 
for the past sixteen 
years, still maintains 
offices in Detroit. He is 
a member of the De- 
troit Chapter, A.LA, 
and on previous visits 
to Detroit has been a 
speaker at Chapter 
meetings. It was hoped 
to arrange such a 
meeting this time, but 
time did not permit, as 
he made a flying trip 
in more than one way. 
Mr. Crane likes London better all the 
time. He says he can live better there 
with half the effort. His offices are di- 
rectly opposite the entrance to Buck- 
ingham Palace, said to be the best- 
located architect's office in the world. 
This may be, for Mr. Crane is doing 
important work in England. He states 
that factories there are about 95% ob- 
solete and that, in order to compete in 
world markets, they are hurrying to 
modernize them. 

Top priorities are also given to hous- 
ing, he states, especially for the middle 
classes. He notes a tendency away from 
the prefabricated houses. 


CITY PLANNERS 


The Detroit Civil Service Commission 
is announcing the extension of daily 
examinations in the city planning series 
for the following positions: 

Junior City 


Planner $3298 to $3749 per year 
| Intermediate City 

Planner $4067 to $4544 per vear 
Senior City 

Planner $4939 to $6134 per year 


Residence requirements for applica- 
tion have been waived. Consequently, 
when conditions warrant and where ar- 
rangements can be made, the written 
examinations will be administered in 
cities other than Detroit. 

Official announcement and full in- 
formation can be secured from Mr. 
Ralph Mueller, Head Personnel Exam- 
iner, City of Detroit, Office of the Civil 
Service Commission, 15th Floor, Water 
Board Bldg., 735 Randolph St., Detroit 
26, Mich. Telephone WOodward 1-3195. 
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STATE OFFICE BUILDING SET 


Construction of a $4,000,000 eight 
story state office building will be re- 
commended to the state legislature by 
a special joint legislative committee. 
Smith, Hinchman & Grylls are the ar- 
chitects and engineers. 

The state is now paying out $260,000 
a year for renting office space for vari- 
ous departments and agencies in pri- 
vately owned buildings in Lansing. 

The current estimated cost of the 
building, not including furnishings and 
equipment, totals $3,971,000. 

A. N. Languis, director of the state 
building division told the committee 
that construction of the building would 
require from one and a half to two 
years. 

In line with its report recommending 
construction of a new office building 
the committee also adopted a resolution 
asking that all boards, agencies and 
departments of the state refrain from 
leasing additional space, moving into 
new offices or vacating quarters which 
they now occupy except in such in- 
stances as they may be required by law 
to do so. 

It was pointed out in the resolution 
that some state agencies are planning 
to lease additional office space and that 
others have been notified to vacate 
their present quarters. In the interests 
of economy, however, the committee 
said that no new obligations should be 
undertaken or leases entered into un- 
less absolutely necessary. 


PONTIAC HOUSING COMMISSION 


An invitation is extended to Michigan 
architects to submit applications for 
commissions to do housing projects for 
the City of Pontiac, Michigan. The City 
has been allotted 600 units to be built 
over a period of two years. It is expect- 
ed that about three hundred units will 
be constructed the first year. Archi- 
tects who desire to apply should be 
guided by the regulations as set up in 
the PHA Manual. Applications should 
be made on the architect's own letter- 
heads and five copies should be fur- 
nished, setting forth qualifications, etc. 
Applications should be sent to Mr. 
Henry C. Smith, Temporary Secretary, 
Pontiac Housing Commission, City Hall, 
52 E. Pike St., Pontiac, Michigan, not 
later than December 12, 1949. 


PILAFIAN & MONTANA, Archi- 
tects, announce their new offices at 
se ła AK 


CONSTRUCTION COST ESTIMATES—Prepar- 
ed from preliminary sketches and completed 
through final drawings for Architects and 
Engineers. Long experience in leading Detroit 
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153 E. Elizabeth St., Detroit 1. The new 
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NEW PRODUCERS' MEMBERS 


Ten companies which manufacture 
building materials and equipment have 
recently become members of the Pro- 
ducers’ Council, national organization 
building products manufacturers, 
James M. Ashley, Council president, 
has announced 

The new members and their official 
representatives in the Council are: 

American Radiator & Standard San- 
itary Corp., Pittsburgh, D. D. Couch, 
vice president; American Blower Corp., 
Detroit, H. E. Barth, vice president in 
C. F. Church Mfg. Co., 
Holyoke, Dudley Warth, vice 
president; Detroit Lubricator Co., De- 
troit, E. J. Doucet, vice president; Ke- 
wanee Boiler Corp, Kewanee, III., E 
M. Palmer, vice president. 

Minneapolis-Honey well 
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Co. Minneapolis, John Haines, vice 12700 Lyndon at Meyers Rd. 
president; Ross Heater & Mfg. Co., Detroit 27 VE. 8.0230 
Juffalo, Charles H. Currier, president; 


Stemco Corporation, Rocky River, Ohio, 
Jesse E. Williams, president; Universal 
Corporation, Dallas, J. P. Travis, pres- 
ident. and Winco Ventilator Co., Inc., 
St. Louis, W. Kubatzky, secretary. 

Local representatives of the new mem- 
ber companies are expected to be ac- 
tive in the Council's 30 chapters. 
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LONG SIGN CO. 
MOVES TO NEW HOME 


6209 Hamilton, 


The Long Sign Co,, 


^ E Acid Brick Quarry Tile 
near Baltimore intersection of the John Floor Brick 
Lodge Expressway, have just moved 14545 Schaefer Hy. VE. 7-3200 Detroit 27 
into their new quarters. Their new 
building, which they have purchased, 
and which has 66.800 sq. ft, enables 


them to manufacture neon advertising 
signs economically and efficiently. All 


the latest machinery and equipment = 
has been provided for, including a new 2701 Joy Road — DETROIT (6) — TYler 6.9626 
power truck hoist, which saves much F 
time on erecting Sans 
his firm is well known among Arch- 
itects and Enginec makers of bet- 
ter types of illuminated and non-illum- 
nated signs, metal letters theatres 
store fronts, industrial an ublie build- 
ings. The sigr ar nade tainless 
steel, aluminum and porcelain enamel 
finish 


The 1 edo Plate & 
Window Glass do. 


Glass Jobbers & Glazing 
Contractors 


easy to 
Di: 


TEE PEE Asphalt Shingles | 
Asbestos Sidina | 


WEATHER 
MERIC 
COMPOUND — PLASTI 


PLASTIC PRODUCTS CO. IKC. 


DETROIT + = serser cırı 


AND AIR-TIGHT 
LEAD ІНЕ GLAZ- 


ING 


Toledo 
> cuicaoo 


MICHIGAN SOCIETY OF ARCHITECTS 


OFFICERS 
ALDEN B. DOW, Р 
ARTHUR ]. ZIMMER 
RALPH W. HAMMETT, 2nd V 
KIMBALL, 3rd V. 
retary 
3ABLER, Treasurer 
HES, Executive Sec 


Entered as second class matter January 15, 
Subscription price $2 per year. 


The American Institute of Architects 


TALMAGE C. HUGHES, F.A.1.A., Editor 
120 Madison Av 
Detroit 26 


WOodward 


THEODORE G. SEEMEYER, JR 
Advertising Director 


1946, at Postoffice at Detroit, Mich., 
[Members $1.00). 5c per copy. 


under Act of March 3 
(Special Issues $1.00] 


DIRECTORS 
N W. FRY 

CARL C. F. KRESSBACH 
ADRIAN N. LANGIU 
CHARLES B. McGREW 
JOHN C. TH 1 


PETER УАМГ 


1879, Published weekly 


Volume 23 


DETROIT, MICHIGAN, DECEMBER 13, 1949 


ALDEN B. DOW RE-ELECTED AS PRESIDENT. OF THE MS.A. 


Joint meeting of old, and new boards elect officers for 1950, hear committee reports, tentative program for 36th Annual Convention. 


At its meeting in the Detroit Athletic Club on the a 


fternoon and evening of December 7, the 1949 board of 


the Michigan Society of Architects wound up its business and turned over the administration to the new board, 
who then elected officers from among its members. 


Present at the meeting were Messrs. Leo M. Bauer, 


W. Fry, Cornelius L. T. Gabler, 
Charles B. McGrew, John C. Thornton, 
Peter Vander Laan, David H. Williams, 
Jr. Arthur J. Zimmermann and John 
S. Coburn, photographer. 


The board heard reports from the 
committee chairmen, including that of 
Carl B. Marr, chairman of a special 
committee on arrangements for the 
Society's 36th annual convention at the 
Hotel Statler in Detroit on March 9 
and 10, 1950. Carl has a tentative pro- 
gram which includes registration on 
the afternoon of Thursday, March 9, 
followed by an informal get-together 
That evening would be devoted to en- 
tertainment, possibly movies of past 
season football games, and dancing. 
Friday morning the convention official- 
ly opens with an address by the pre 
dent Alden B. Dow, committee reports, 
and other business. 

A group luncheon is suggested for 
Friday noon in order to keep the dele- 
gates in continuous attendance through- 
out the day. A ladies' luncheon will also 
be planned, with Mrs, Suren Pilafian in 
charge. 

Friday afternoon it is proposed to 
turn the program over to the Producers' 
Council to deal with "What's New in 
the Building Industry with subjects 
handled from an analy tical standpoint. 


The Michigan Building Industry 
Banquet is scheduled for Friday eve- 
ning, the concluding event. This has 


always drawn a capacity attendance. 
Carl is eager to have the help of mem- 
bers who are willing to work on his 
committee. There is plenty of work to 
be done. 

At the conclusion of the old board's 


Wells I. Bennett, Alden B. Dow, Robert B. Frantz, Lynn 
Ralph W. Hammett, Talmage C. Hughes, Donald A. Kimball, Adrian N. Langius, 


business the new directors went into 
session and heard a report of the nom- 
inating committee, of which Roger Al- 
len was chairman. In submitting a writ- 
ten report, Mr. Allen, who was unable 
to attend, wrote: 


"It was our unanimous belief that 
Mr. Dow should be retained in office 
for another term, both because of his 
excellent record the past year and be- 
cause the plans he has in prospect are 
certain to benefit the Society. 

"While there are twelve (12) dir- 
ectors from whom to choose officers, 
there are actually only ten (10); both 
Langius and Thornton are former 
Presidents and have done their part. 
(The Chairman of the Nominating Com- 
mittee, an ex-president, is sure of this.) 
Perhaps we could arrange to let them 
live in Blair House, fishing in the Po- 
tomae and polishing gems like mad. 

"Kimball is unopposed because we 
feel that there should be one vice-pres- 
ident from each of the three chapters 
and Saginaw Valley has only two, of 
whom one is unopposed for the Presi- 
dency. 

"The other nominations are self-ex- 
planatory. We feel that either slate 
would be a credit to the Society. Pres- 
ident Dow requested us to contact each 
candidate and ask him if he would per- 
mit his name to be used. We have not 
done this; in the first place, in the lim- 
ited time available it was impossible 
and in the second place, with all due 
respect to Alden's opinion, we dis- 
agreed. It has been our experience that 
if you ask a man if he wants to be a 


candidate for office, he will suffer a 
sudden rush of modesty to the head and 
say "NO" automatically. The hell with 
that. Nobody asked us if we wanted to 
be candidates for anything. 

"The members of the Nominating 
Committee, who are the retiring mem- 
bers of the Board, have enjoyed the 
work and the associations. As we rock 
comfortably on the porch, waiting for 
our annuities (and/or Social Security) 
to set in, we will often think of you. 

“The best of luck to the Society and 
to all of you. 

ROGER ALLEN, 
ROBERT B. FRANTZ, 
JOSEPH W. LEINWEBER." 


The report of the tellers was as fol- 
lows: 

Alden B. Dow, President; Arthur J. 
Zimmermann, Ist Vice-Pres.; Ralph W. 
Hammett, 2nd Vice-Pres; Donald A. 
Kimball, 3rd Vice-Pres.; Leo M. Bauer, 
Secretary, and Cornelius L. T. Gabler, 
Treasurer. 

Directors are Lynn W. Fry, Carl C. 
Kressbach, Adrian N. Langius, Charles 
B. McGrew, John C. Thornton and Pet- 
er Vander Laan. 

The new board reelected Talmage C. 
Hughes Executive Secretary. 
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MICHIGAN GOVERNOR' S HOME 


The following is by Howard J. 
Staff Writer for the Lansing State Jour- 
nal. It appeared, in his column, “The Cap- 
itol Watchtowe Kenneth C. Black, of 
Lee Black and Kenneth C. Black, 
architectural firm, made the 
the Michigan Society of 
ferred to in the 


Rugg, 


Lansing 
survey for 
Architects, re- 
article. 

There's a day coming 
will provide a home for its governors 
Right now, however, that day seems to 
be in the far distant future. 

Plans for building a governor's home, 
which appeared to be making some 
progress not too many months ago, were 
brought to an abrupt end by action of 
the last legislature. The lawmakers, 
seeking to cut state expenses, recap- 
tured some $70,000 remaining in a 
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$75,000 appropriation voted in 1945 to 
start work on a governor's residence. 

While it now appears that the state's 
financial picture isn't quite as bad as 
anticipated in some quarters, neither 
does it seem rosy enough to warrant 
the expenditure of funds for a mansion 
for the chie cutive. 


ONE GLA 
A couple of years ago a scale model 
of a proposed governors home was 


e by Alden Dow, Midland architect. 
as a most elaborate layout. In fact 
elaborate. The legislators hardly 
gave it a second glance after being told 
it would cost around $200,000 to build. 

Then a year ago, came the proposal 
to reconvert the Barnes mansion on W 
Main St. at the foot of Capitol Ave. The 
state administrative board accepted the 
prope from the city of Lansing on 
a 50-year lease at a total cost of $1 and 
the Michigan Society of Architects 
made a study as to the feasability of 
remodeling the old mansion into a suit- 
able governor's mansion. 

The report of the architects, in brief, 
was "no 

They estimated the total cost of reno- 
vating, remodeling, nec additions, 
architects' and engineers' fees, and land- 
scaping and furnishings at $200,000. The 
result, they said, would not justify the 


too 


architects agreed unanimously, 
however, that the site is the best avail- 
able in the city for a governor's home. 
They recommended that the old man- 
sion be demolished and plans drawn for 
a more modern structure that could 
ultimately be expanded into an appro- 
priate and suitable executive's home. 

And there the problem rests, not 
much nearer a solution than it was 70 
years ago. 

Way back in the days of Austin Blair, 
Michigan's Civil war governor, it was 
suggested that perhaps the state should 
provide a home for its governors. 
Nothing was done about it. 

Hazen S. Pingree, on completing the 
last of his two terms as governor in 
1901, was extremely bitter about the 
lack of a governor's residence. In fact, 
he stro ' urged the removal of the 
capitol from Lansing to either Detroit 
or Grand Rapids. 

FAVORED BY BLISS 

Again, in 1903, Aaron T. Bliss, end- 

ing his second term as chief executive, 
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told the legislature that the state should 
build and maintain an official residence 


for the governor. He even pointed out 
that a governors mansion could be 
built without any additional tax, but 


nothing was done about that, either. 

From time to time since then, vari- 
ous governors, legislators, state officials 
and even just plain citizens have sought 
to get some action on providing the 
governor a place in which to live while 
performing his duties as chief execu- 
tive, all to no avail 

But perhaps there is some hope. It 
required only 70 years to get a suitable 
site; perhaps during the next 70 some- 
thing will be done about building on it. 


G. & V, OF CANADA, LTD. 


Mr. V. E. Vallet, President of Giffels 
& Vallet, Inc., L. Rossetti, Associated 
Engineers and Architects of Detroit an- 
nounces the formation of a Canadian 
subsidiary under the name of Giffels & 
Vallet of Canada, Ltd., to serve the rap- 


idly expanding industries and other 
developments throughout the Domin- 
ion. 

The offices of the recently formed 


subsidiary are located at 210 Canada 
Trust Bldg. Windsor, Ontario, where 
it will be closely associated with the 
main office in Detroit with its organi 
tion of approximately 500 engineers, 
architects and technicians. 

Since the establishment of the firm 
twenty-five years ago, the organization 
has engineered many millions of dollars 
worth of projects throughout the United 
States and abroad. During the pa 
years, the volume of architectur 
engineering projects handled exceeds 
$1,300,000,000. 

Sales offices are also maintained in 
New York City and Chicago. 


PAN AMERICAN CONGRESS 


The Executive Committee of the VII 
Congress of Pan-American Architects 
takes pleasure to inform you that upon 
recommendation of the Permanent 
Committee and with the approval of 
a majority of the countries partaking 
it has resolved to definitely set the dates 
of the VII Congress April 10 to April 
16, 1950 to be held in La Habana, Re- 
public of Cuba. 

An Architectural Exhibition, as well 
as an Industrial Exhibition, will be held 
on the same dates. 

We invite collaboration from all the 
colleagues of the different countries in 
behalf of the success of the VII Con- 
gress. 

Arq. Victor M. Morales, Secy., 
Humboldt 104. Esq. A Ave., 
Menocal, Havana, Cuba. 
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Bulletin, December 13, 194 


_ MICHIGAN SOCIETY OF ARCHITE CTS 


Bulletin: 

I appreciated your efforts last spring 
when you circulated in the Michigan 
Society of Architects Weekly Bulletin 
information that we had positions ozen 
for Maintenance Engineers. 

Due to the recent expansion of the 
Public Housing Administration to serv- 
ice the new low-rent housing program, 
authorized by the Housing Act of 1949, 
we now have additional openings that 
may be of interest to your readers. 

Inasmuch as Civil Service Registers 
contain few of the job classifications we 
need, we believe that it will be possible 
to put on men who do not now have 
Civil Service status and that as time 
goes by they will be in a good position 
to acquire Civil Service status if they 
so desire. 

One group of men will act as our 
project planning staff. They will be our 
contact with the local housing commis- 
sions in the development of the pro- 
gram and necessarily will do some 
traveling. A pleasing personality and 
ability to work with others in the field 
are probably more important than years 
of technical experience. A good educa- 
tion in Architecture, Landscape Archi- 
tecture or Urban Planning would be 
desirable. Organizing and administra- 
tive ability would also help. The posi- 
tions open will start at a GS-13 grade, 
$7,600. There will also be more open- 
ings at GS-12, $6,400 and a few at GS-9, 
$4,600. Architects with experience in 
good offices and a background of some 
private practice have made good Proj- 
ect Planners in the past. 

In addition we must recruit a Techni- 
cal Unit composed of Architects, Ar- 
chitectural Engineers, Specification 
Writers, Site Planners, Cost Estimators, 
Mechanical Engineers, Electrical En- 
gineers, Sanitary Engineers and Struc- 
tural Engineers; probably only one un- 
der each classification, two or more in 
a few cases. These men will probably 
spend most of their time here in the 
office but will go into the field occa- 
sionally. Professional men of standing, 
good education and good experience are 
required for this unit. The grades will 
start at GS-13 with GS-12 predominat- 
ing, and with a few GS-11, $5,400. 

I would appreciate your calling this 
information to the attention of men 
who would qualify for any of these 
positions and suggest that they write 
to me directly as soon as possible. 

I am enclosing a copy of *A Hand- 
book of Information" that will give you 
a good idea of the new housing pro- 
gram as described under Title ПІ.— 
Stanley W. Hahn, A.LA,, Assistant Di- 
rector for Development, Housing and 
Home Financing Agency, Public Hous- 
ing Administration, Detroit Field Of- 
fice, 1800 Cadillac Tower, Detroit 26, 
Michigan. 
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CHICAGO BUILDING CODE 


CHICAGO—Use of substitute mate- 
rials instead of plaster in home building 
wouldn't save anywhere near the 
amount claimed by advocates, Mayor 
Kennelly has been told in a report 
from John O. Merrill, architect and 
author of a proposed new building 
code, Building Commissioner Roy T. 
Christiansen and City Architect Paul 
Gerhardt. 

The plaster issue arose when Merrill's 


code originally permitted use of 
substitutes for plaster in one-story 
houses. The Plasterers Union protested 


strongly. 

Alderman Robert E. Merriam quoted 
an expert as saving $900 to $1,000 could 
be saved by such substitutes in a $10,- 
000 home. 

The three who reported on that, how- 
ever, said an economy of only $250 to 
$300 could be effected 

Since its first writing, the code has 
been amended to prohibit the use of 
virtually all materials but plaster for 
interior finish. 

Kenneily said he was studying the 
present setup of three fire zones in the 
city. Under this, a frame house can be 
built in one section but not in another. 

"It seems to me that if a house is 
unsafe one place, it's unsafe any place," 
he said. 

The mayor also declared he plans to 
confer with Henry T. Heald, member 
of the Citizens Building Code Commit- 
tee. The committee is backing the pro- 
posed code. 

Heald has wired to Kennelly a sug- 
gestion that four experts be summoned 
to evaluate the planned code. 

The 25 amendments to the draft of 
the code have been reviewed behind 
closed doors by the subcommittee, fire 
prevention bureau members, Chris- 
tiansen, Gerhardt and Merrill. 

The mayor, who has sat in on some 
of the conferences, reported that the 
dry-wall construction is permitted for 
small houses by codes in 20 cities. 

Some of these communities allow 
wallboard and plywood paneling also 
in two-story houses. 
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NEW ARCHITECTURAL OFFICE 


Professor Walter B. Sanders, A.LA., 
of the University of Michigan College of 
Architecture and Design, a partner in 
the New York firm of Sanders & Mas- 
lin, has opened a branch office for his 
firm at 309 S. State Street, Ann Arbor. 

Prof. Sanders, a native of Ann Arbor, 
took his BS in architecture at the Uni- 
versity of Illinois and his master of 
architecture at the University of 
Pennsylvania. He taught at Columbia 
and formerly was an architectural de- 
sign critic at Pratt Institute. 

His New York firm, organized in 
1938, has specialized in commercial and 
residential buildings in the East, South 
and Midwest. 

During the war he served in the Eur- 
opean Theatre of Operations with the 
Air Force, leaving the service with the 
rank of lieutenant colonel. 

For the past two years Prof. Sanders 
has been visiting lecturer at the Col- 
lege of Architecture and Design, and 
recently was appointed to the faculty. 
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CONCRETE MASONRY UNITS 


Acting under the leadership of John 
C. Thornton, Chairman of the Commit- 
tee on Relations with the Construction 
Industry, Detroit Chapter, A.LA. is 
continuing a joint activity with the 
Technical Committee of the Concrete 
Preducts Association of Detroit in the 
interest of standardizing the dimensions 
of concrete masonry units manufac- 
tured in this area. 

This effort, which gained its start un- 
der the direction of former Chairman, 
George L. W. Schulz, A-LA., is intended 
to bring about, to the maximum extent 
possible, a uniformity of product, with 
respect to sizes, through the adoption of 
modular coordinated sizes, developed 
under the direction of the American 
Standards Association and sponsored 
by The American Institute of Architects 
and the Producers’ Council, Inc. 

Articles concerned with specific ap- 
plication of these principles will appear 
in subsequent issues of the Weekly Bul- 
letin, and informative data sheets on 
this subject for the use of architects 
and engineers in designing with con- 
crete masonry are being considered by 
the Association’s Technical Committee 
composed of George Mansfield, William 
Moors Concrete Products Co., Chair- 
; Herbert J. Vincent, Cinder Block 
; Benjamin Wilk, Standard Building 


Products Co.; and C. A. Sirrine, the 
Association’s Executive Secretary. 
BUILD YOUR OWN 

The following is from the column, “Cn 


The Line”, 
troit Times: 


by Bob Considine, in the De- 


Somebody must have written a book 
called “You, Too, Can Build a Home." 

There are more amateur homebuild- 
ers now hacking away at dream houses 
than ever before in the history of the 
country — including the days of the 
home-grown log cabin. 

Some of them may be getting the 
blueprints mixed so that the kitchen 
winds up in the middle of the living 
room, and the bathroom door leads to 
nothing but a sheer drop down the 
adjoining ravine. 

But they're having a whale of a good 
time, withal, and, according to the Wall 
Street Journal, they re saving up to 40 
per cent on costs of similar homes. 

Man named L. G. Everitt of Kansas 
City, vice president for a chain of 113 
retail lumber yards through the Mid- 
west, says the amateur builders are 
coming out in such droves that his 
dealers are reaching out longingly for 
their business. 

Another lumber man, this one from 
Meriden, Conn. name of Terrell, fig- 
ures that at least half of the 300 new 
homes being built in his area are being 
slapped together with the loving hands 


of those who'll live in them. 

Most of the amateurs work only on 
week-ends, and spread the work over 
as much as two years. 

Electric wiring is their No. 1 head- 
ache. If the wiring isn't done properly, 
it is impossible to get insurance on 
the finished product 

A No. 2 headache is literal as well as 
figurative: plastering. Tons of the goo 
are dropping off laths into the kissers 
of the country's Blandings. 

Who lost the 
spirit? 


we've pioneer 


says 
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WINTER IN GRAND CIRCUS PARK, DETROIT, MICHIGAN 


meet || a native 000 


€ We are so young a country that we expect things traditional 
to have come with us from some homeland across the sea. But 
shake hands with Santa Claus, as American as you or |! 


True, the prototype of Santa Claus was ancient Saint Nicholas, but there the 
semblance ends. The good St. Nick was a thin ascetic, clad in bishop's robes, 
whose home was deep in Asia Minor. And HIS day is really December óth 


But Santa Claus, the jolly, apple-cheeked elf, was born in this country. 
Our first word-picture of him was penned by Washington 
Irving in 1809. And some 60 years later Thomas Nast, the famous 
New York cartoonist, closely followed Irving's description in creating 
the first published drawing of this beloved Christmas 
/ character. Now—so famous has Santa become 
U | —the course of tradition has been reversed, and many 
older lands are fast adopting him as their own. 
In many countries he still has many names and 
guises Santa Claus . . . St. Nick... 
Papa Noel . . . Old Man Christmas 
. Grandfather Koleda. Whatever 
he's called, his meaning is one: 
the Peace and Goodwill that arise 
from giving with the heart— 
1 from wishing well to all our friends. 


= 
It is in this spirit that we repeat, in 
| t these troubled times, this age-old wish: 


| | ". . . and on earth peace, 


good will toward men." 
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THE ARCHITECT'S PUBLIC RELATIONS 


By Ralph Walker, President of The American Institute of Architects 
at the Great Lakes District Seminars, Indianapolis, September 30, 1949 


The other night over the air I heard Roger Baldwin of “Civil Liberties" say he could see no reason why a 


Communist should not teach architecture in the United States. 


He added that he believed the same to be true of 


physics. In other words, so I gathered, he believed that both of these disciplines were so abstract, so far removed 
from direct human experience as to be removed also from ideological taint: that one need not ask the teachers of 
these, therefore, concerning their social and economic beliefs. Of course, the Politburo thinks otherwise, as witness 


the difficulties Comrade Alabyan and 
others find themselves in when they 
wander, so slightly away, from the 
"party line"—that strange though pow- 
erful religion. 

One of my good friends, as reported 
in "Progressive Architecture," has re- 
cently stated that he thought the world 
of architecture should remain in a state 
of quiescence for at least twenty years, 
(how like the same thought we often 
have heard as related to science),—to 
remain in what we called a state of 
purity. 

Is it true that architecture is as far 
removed from social meaning as stated 
by Roger Baldwin, and should be as 
far removed from the human inventive 
stream as my friend has implied—in 
other words, the former believes archi- 
tecture to be a negative force with no 
social implications—while the latter 
considers the world, i.e., human beings, 
can be readily caught within such a 
net of indifference—so that no new 
architectural thought will be welcomed. 

Just what position do we seek in so- 
ciety? Are we content to assume that 
we architects count for nothing either 
socially or creatively: Are we a lost 
profession? We live, politically, in a 
world of “doublethink” and scientific- 
ally in one, perhaps, of "straight dou- 
blethink.” We architects are the vic- 
tims of the first because we state, as a 
profession, we work for humanity's 
sake but contrariwise we have set up 
an "ideal" of the architect as an abso- 
lute creator—more inflexible than any 
good man as yet has imagined. The phy- 
sicist also says that in the search for ab- 
stract "truth" he alone must be the 
judge; so evidently both of these profes- 
sions should say "to hell with human- 
ity." Humanity must take whatever are 
the results of these abstract “truths.” I 
have put that word "truth" in quotes 
because you will agree that it has so 
many meanings. One idea of “truth” is 
what we architects mean by "public re- 
lations" and I assure you I am not be- 
ing “Пір” with semantics. 

* * М 

If I have any theme at all it might 
be summed up in these sentences—one 
I have used before—let us be positive 
about our own virtues: Others soon 
enough find our faults, nor hesitate to 
make us and the world aware of them. 
And: 

Numbers are not important in them- 
selves. The strength of our profession 
will be in what we contribute to soci- 
ety and especially, in what society 
knows we have contributed. 


I said once before that I believed 
every idea, every standard, should be 
taken out at least every five years and 
shaken to be rid of the moths of com- 
placency and casual acceptance—the 
two major sins of a creative artist. Now, 
with no disrespect to anyone, that is 
just what I am doing. I am a newcomer 
and my broom is shining bright and I 
am looking into every corner of The 
Institute—the new as well as the old— 
for cobwebs. I once knew an old Welsh 
woman who said: “Child, if we could 
only keep the 'speeder-wobs' out of 
our ideas." 


But I am sure that all of us expect 
in a new officer of The A.LA. different 
results from those an old Turkish comic 
philosopher, whose name and distinc- 
tion I think to be the “Hoja Nazir el 
Dinn," expected. He, shortly after an- 
nouncing his approaching wedding day, 
was seen by his neighbors turning 
everything in his house upside down. 
*Hoja," they said, "why all this con- 
fusion?" and he replied: "I have heard 
that a new wife turns everything up- 
side down and now, when she does, 
they will be back where they belong." 


When it comes to thinking of public 
relations, I wish I could say that the 
job was so well organized, was going 
along so well, that no further comment 
is necessary. Either because we are too 
new or, at the same time, that we are 
expecting too much from too little per- 
sonal effort, a common failing of our 
time, the results are still somewhat 
nebulous when we think of the respect 
in which we are held in the regard of 
the official publie. And yet there is no 
question that the demand for the archi- 
tect's services is increasing, and I find 
no reason why the architect should take 
a negative point of view as to the con- 
tribution we make to the welfare of 
the country in times of peace, or, for 
that matter, war. We may be very 
happy to think that it is incongruous 
to ever name a war, an architect's war; 
but, nevertheless, though slow in gain- 
ing recognition, the contributions of 
the architect in the last war were great 
indeed. We may not do all the build- 
ing in the country, but we certainly in- 
fluence the best. 


I do not believe that there are any 
new or magical ways to approach pub- 
lic esteem. In fact, for us, there are 
but three well-known levels of activi- 
ties, and in which the goals and in- 
centives are the same: In other words, 


through the actions and position of the 
individual practitioner, through plan- 
ned activities by local chapters or state 
organizations, and finally, on the na- 
tional level. In all three, the goals and 
incentives are to achieve for ourselves 
a place of earned and marked distinc- 
tion, in the regard, especially, of our 
individual communities and thereby 
lead to a strong influence for the pub- 
lic good. We start off well, for of course, 
the word "architect" is a word of great 
respect. God is even called the “Archi- 
tect" of the Universe. 


Now there are, of course, many ways 
these results may be accomplished, and, 
in time, no doubt we will attempt to use 
all the propaganda agencies which, in 
the modern world, seem so effective in 
selling Mennen's after-shave lotion, “so 
he-male in its aroma." Our problem, 
however, is to make them most re- 
sponsive and of continuing value to us 
as a profession. We must first know, 
and definitely, the audience to whom 
we wish to address our claims for 
esteem. There is nothing more disap- 
pointing than being merely a seven 
days' news wonder and then perhaps 
resurrected in some "Our Time" by a 
short reference. 


It is reasonable to suppose that, were 
we to try all of them—press, radio, 
video—on a national level and at the 
same time, we would need a budget far 
greater than our own relatively small 
membership will support; but I think 
we will all agree that this is not neces- 
sary for, after all, what we are selling, 
to put it bluntly, is always our own 
individual competence. 

It is impossible to build up an ac- 
knowledgment of national or regional 
worth unless the majority of our profes- 
sion, in their normal relations with 
their own intimate public, are both 
strong and efficient. Personally, I would 
prefer to add up in the public mind the 
work of the many capable men who 
are quietly and modestly doing honest 
work—who succeeded by learning of 
their clients’ needs and then earnestly 
try to accommodate them—than the 
momentary acclaim which the self- 
acknowledged genius is accorded in 
magazine and press. For while we of 
the profession may, without envy, ac- 
knowledge the gifts of genius, we must 
also painfully, even pedestrially, ac- 
complish the world's works. 

And there is no reason why we 
should forget or permit our public to 


GREETINGS 
FOR 


1950 


A 
й 

D] 

FROM д 

A 

A 

у Ў 4 
5 =  R E LEGGETTE COMPANY 4 
B LORNE PLUMBING p 4 
м u й 
H & HEATING CO. 3 Р 4 
do 3 6425 W. VERNOR HWY. А 
W ENGINEERS & CONTRACTORS a 5 
w ^ Detroit 9, Michigan a 
E 5 y 4 
У PLUMBING - HEATING 400% 5 
ч VENTILATING Á М А 
А POWER PIPING 4 2 PHONE VI. 3-4060 R 
g A У А 
м A v А 
ў a y 4 
W 641 CONGRESS ST., W. DETROIT 26, MICH. 4  $ A 
З i 5 
d IRIN 


2] > 
EEE IL zza ана ааа т ам ама емее 


SEASON'S GREETINGS 


d SSS EE SES ESG EEE EEN 


r EEE Ewa 


v 


DUDAS R 


CUNNINGHAM-LIMP COMPANY 


GENERAL CONTRACTORS 


3087 W. Grand Blvd. 
Detroit 2 TR. 3-4000 


Fü P 


C ی ا‎ тысы 


PEE анон PSS SPSS SSS SSS ОНЫ қын лыны Ы 


MICHIGAN SOCIETY OF ARCHITECTS 


forget that the average family here in 
America, lives in a house or an apart- 
ment which is the envy of all the world; 
and that always the leadership toward 
this achievement has been through the 
design efforts of architects like your- 
selves. The general builder picks up 
our ideas. 

The architectural profession, like the 
medical, needs the general practitioner 
with his day-by-day accomplishment 
as well as the brilliant surgeon—about 
whose special operations the world 
waits and wonders, No one wonders at 
the work the general M.D. does. I 
would see our profession so well 
thought of on that level. 

It would seem to me the first things 
that the architectural profession should 
establish, on the teaching level, as well 
as on that of professional practice, are 
the possible differences which exist be- 
tween it and its related professions. To 
make a generalization, we might state 
the differences in this manner: The en- 
gineer deals with the resources of ma- 
terials and their precise use; the land- 
scape architect deals with the resources 
of botanical nature and their enjoy- 
ment; the architect with the resources 
inherent in human desires and their 
enlargement and enhancement. 

You and I could go on and estab- 
lish the wide variations between the 
architects' necessary coordination of 
structural, mechanical and electrical 
services for the benefit of mankind and 
the design of the services themselves. 
But are we sure that the publie, our 
client, also knows that when these 
services are brought together every- 
where, no matter in whose office it is 
—architeet, engineer, industrial engin- 
eer—it is a man trained as an architect 
who actually does the coordinating. 
For wherever human occupancy is of 
prime consideration, when it is not sub- 
ordinated to the machine, we will find 
an architect somewhere in the wood 
pile. 

One more thing about individual 
public relations, and to me, this is an 
important one: I believe it of vital ne- 
cessity in our relations to the public 
that we maintain a position of ade- 
quate fees; that we do not seek work 
on a basis of a fee competition; that 
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at all times, we live up to the code 
of ethies in this respect. No hocus pocus 
of words can change the fact that the 
public will not regard us as professional 
men if we are in price competition with 
one another. Here is one way the Chap- 
ter can be of great value, and that is 
in firmly establishing in the public 
mind the idea that first our services are 
worthy of reasonable compensation, 
and then what we believe to be a reas- 
onable minimum. I believe the word 
profit should be taken out of all refer- 
ences to the compensation the architect 
receives above the cost of services. For 
when income taxes, business risks, are 
considered, the net amount earned by 
any architect is barely adequate. Gen- 
erally there is merely a reasonable liv- 
ing but no assured future. We still have 
to combat again and again the belief 
on the part of the public that the gross 
fee goes into the architect's pocket for 
his own use. 

In a recent conference with Commis- 
sioner John Egan of the Public Housing 
Administration, it was apparent that 
'The A.LA. was in relatively a poor posi- 
tion to argue about professional fees to 
be paid on Federal housing projects 
and on which the Authority wished to 
establish a national maximum based on 
their idea of two and one-half times 
technical salaries and one which we 
knew, that in New York for example, 
would not work except at a loss. The 
architects in New York City are faced 
with this dilemma. The New York 
Chapter worked out, with the New 
York City Housing Authority, a reason- 
able curve of fees based upon the num- 
ber of dwelling units in the project and 
that curve was based approximately on 
two and one-half times the technical 
salary costs and was very satisfactory 
for both Authority and architect,— 
technical salaries being those against 
which could be allotted definite time 
card costs. The State of New York, 
however, without aid of the State Asso- 
ciation of Architects, without even the 
common courtesy of asking their con- 
sultation, determined another level of 
fee curve, again supposedly on the two 
and one-half times basis, but much 
lower than that of the New York City 
Authority, and even the Federal curve. 
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eral determination of fees, аге now 
faced with three different fee levels for 
the same kind of work; and the unfor- 
tunate thing is that there are so many 
who will continue to foolishly hope to 
make a go out of these bad fees. Was it 
Benjamin Franklin who said: “We must 
all hang together or assuredly we shall 
all hang separately." 

Part of the trouble is that the local 
chapters and also The A.LA. have no 
real data on which to establish the fac- 
tor one, ie, the technical salary costs. 
For you will note that in each case there 
was a willingness on the part of the 
Government agency to grant that a two 
and one-half times the technical sal- 
ary cost was a reasonable fee. The main 
difficulty was in establishing what the 
actual salary costs were and in two of 
the cases—a non-practieing architect— 
a not too unfriendly bureaucrat if you 
will, was establishing the base on his 
own ideas of what the salary total 
should be. I have proposed, therefore, 
that The A.LA. make a survey of hous- 
ing project design costs when the op- 
portunity is ripe so as to determine 
whether it is possible first, to develop 
a national curve of fees; second, if there 
are regional differences, just where and 
what they are; and third, ask the local 
chapters to make and continue to make, 
surveys of their own as to design costs 
within their jurisdiction. This informa- 
tion seems to me to be an absolute 
essential for dealing with the Federal 
Government in any discussion of fees 
with any and all of these different 
agencies which build. In so short a time 
there has been a very great increase 
in their number. It would also seem 
essential for all state associations or 
chapters to be equally well armed in 
their negotiations with state agencies. 
The Virginia Chapter has just such a 
working arrangement with its state ad- 
ministration agencies. 

This is an important part of profes- 
sional public relations and should be 
firmly established in national organiza- 
tion efforts through chapter aid, and 
will affect, finally, if successful—most 
satisfactorily—individual prestige and 
increased income. It can never be at- 
tained, however, if every individual 
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practitioner engages in fee competition, 
a competition which finally will tend to 
pauperize the profession as a whole 
because unless reasonable fees can be 
earned on Government projects, it will 
not be long before private jobs will go 
for similar low levels. Do not kid your- 
selves. The larger firms are no better 
off in depressed times than the smallest 
among us. 

The local chapter can do these things 
to help public relations: 

One: learn to know and invite influ- 
ential people to address your meetings. 
Do not, ever, because of small numbers, 
belittle your influence. From the Presi- 
dent of the United States down, every 
important man will confess a secret de- 
sire to direct a building enterprise and 
at the same time wish he were the ar- 
chitect. Invite the heads of other organ- 
izations—religious, business and profes- 
sional, to your annual dinners and be 
sure you have one good speaker on a 
live local subject and treat that speak- 
er with respect by giving him an ade- 
quate reading lectern and lights. In- 
vite the press and treat them as a 
friendly profession of great intelli- 
gence. 

Two: in holding seminars, invite the 
press whenever there is something 
which is generally educational and take 
a general view as to what is in general 
interest and not private to the organ- 
ization. Seminars should be of two 
kinds: one, self-educational; the other 
directed toward the public. Remember 
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seminars are not lectures. They are op- 
portunities for intelligent cooperation. 

Three: if there is any internal con- 
troversy within the chapter, do not in- 
vite the press. Allay rumors by telling 
it the truth and ask to have it off the 
1ecord, especially if it hurts the organ- 
ization. Name-calling either within, and 
especially outside, all A.LA. meetings 
should be tabu. Name-calling and cheap 
publicity of this kind are generally 
based on what Dostoevski in “The Dis- 
possessed," called the “right to dis- 
honor." There is only one proper way 
to "take over" the running of any part 
of The Institute and that is in a decent, 
forthright and honest way, i.e., through 
experience and hard work and person- 
ality. Calling names-publicity is a sign 
of weakness. If we wish to be critical, 
do so on the basis of ideas. Out of this 
type of discussion may come an im- 
provement in understanding. 

Four: hold frequent exhibitions of 
the work of the Chapter. Award medals 
and mentions. Give out press releases 
why the awards were made. Invite the 
local art or building editor, if there is 
one, to be one of the judges and then 
attempt to arrange a series of stories 
rather than one splurge. Never forget 
the women's page and help to create 
interest in well designed homes. 

Five: if one of the Chapter members 
has done a real fine piece of work, ac- 
knowledge it and spring a party at the 
building in his honor and again, invite 
as many bigwigs as will come; and be 
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sure to let the client talk, and do not 
forget the designer. Do not be afraid 
to build up your fellow practitioners 
in public esteem. If you are good, it 
will be your turn next. 

Six: know especially the political 
leaders in your community. Strive to 
have an architect on the planning com- 
mission—on the zoning board of ap- 
peals—not just any architect but the 
best you can recommend—and back 
him up when necessary. 

Seven: have planning and community 
ideas of your own. Every city in the 
United States needs planning badly; 
but above all, they need design. Get 
together and work out programs for 
needed improvements. If you have 
gained the confidence and good will 
of the leaders in the community they 
will listen with respect; but be sure the 
ideas are in themselves not too grandi- 
ose and that with each idea there is 
indicated the progressive steps toward 
accomplishment and a clean and hon- 
est idea of what it will cost. 

Eight: do not be afraid to take issue 
with public officials on projects pro- 
posed or neglected. First, however, en- 
deavor to find the reasons in back of the 
proposals or neglect; and definitely 
give both sides of the argument in any 
press release and be sure to keep the 
tone of that release "sincere, factual" 
and eliminate all “smart aleck" touches. 

Nine: in everything the Chapter does 
publicly, be sure that the job is done 
thoroughly. A good, sound preparation 
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in story, in exhibit, in dinner arrange- 
ments, always wins respect and gen- 
erally wins success. 

I stop here, lest I sound like Moses 
giving the Ten Commandments—ex- 
cept that, instead of proposing thou 
shalt nots" I have hopefully suggested 
"thou shalls" We are all together in 
&n ardent desire to see our profession 
take an increasingly important place 
in our community life; and in this 
sense, I take exception to Frank Lloyd 
Wright when he says that *profession- 
alism is p 3 
able to do more than band together to 
protect themselves"—so I may still, 
after all, add a tenth. 

Ten: I believe we need another kind 
of competence than just the technical 
kind. For no matter how much we know 
about the science of architecture, no 
matter how great we may think our- 
selves as artists, unless there is an 
underlying competence in philosophy 
as well, we will fail in making our work 
other than a series of fashions. In fact, 
since the profession of architecture has 
been general in the United States, we 
have had little else than a parade of 
fashions—largely because there has 
evolved no philosophy of a good life 
in a mass production world. It is a part 
of the possible influence of the local 
chapters to undertake and seek results 
in making urban life more satisfactory 
and more beautiful than it now is. 
Nothing seems so forlorn as the state- 


пасан ЕЕ E 
E] 
w 


HEATING 


2240 MT. ELLIOTT 
LOrain 7-2458 


575 


y 


DIDI 


————— = LEP SSNS 
rH R 
w 
v ULETIDE GREETINGS! R 
ы А 
У R 
w R 
Y MORHEAT SALES CO. А 
H LANSING 12, MICH. 4 
y 
И МОВНЕАТ STEEL WATER TUBE BOILERS a 
8 я 
iy A.S.M.E. Code National Board Approved А MICHIGAN DIS 
Е А MeFadden Corp. 
ў А 619 E. Hazel St. 
i TELEPHONES % LANSING. MICH. 
й 
a 
A 


PBS DESIST SS EERE, 


HOLIDAY GREETINGS 


L. L. McCONACHIE Co. 


AIR CONDITIONING - 


DETROIT 7, MICHIGAN 


мәвыкымымынынынымым ыы 


{ МАКЕ LUNCHEON AREAS 
SERVE DOUBLE DUTY! 


LANSING 4-2059 


ment that I have had given me time and 
again by architects, in talking of their 


towns. “Well,” they say, “there is not 
much to be seen here." Isn't it about 
time we set about as chapters to de- 
velop something worth seeing? 

In Washington, we have this kind of 
job to do, i.e, to argue against possible 
bureaucratic ukases which try to pack 
all of us in average compartments, be- 
cause bureaucracy by its very nature 
tries to rule everything from a national 
center. A very fine job is being done 
by Ned Purves in gaining access for 
The A.LA. to the right people, —more- 
over, in having that entree engendered 
in good will and respect. I know that on 
the several occasions when I have felt 
it necessary to meet with the President 
of the United States, Commissioner 
Egan, for example, and others—the 
doors have been opened with good will. 

I have mentioned that we need a bet- 
ter preparation for discussion with 
Governmental agencies especially in 
regard to fees; but we also need your 
support and it is my purpose to see 
that you and ourselves appreciate that 
publie relations in Washington spring 
from your grass roots. 

We in Washington can not be other 
than a coordinating agency — except 
where Federal policy is something in 
the making and even there your knowl- 
edge of and friendship with local polit- 
ical authorities will pay in earnest re- 
actions in Washington. The questions 
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of national policy can be guided and we 
shall make thoughtful attempts to cre- 
ate national ideas. 


I said that at The Octagon we were а 
coordinating agency—except on matters 
of national policy—such as A.LA. re- 
lations to and the fees on public works, 
—Federal tax matters,—and so forth; 
but from our grass roots, in which but 
lately I have been grubbing around, 
there has been a strong feeling that 
more important news might generate 
from Washington and be sent out—in 
some miraculous form—to gather at- 
tention in the chapter localities. Fur- 
ther, that The A.LA. might undertake 
a national advertising campaign in 
which, and I say this knowingly, some 
of the more wealthy chapters might 
participate. Now it is easy to outline 
methods and means and all the ma- 
chinery for doing this; but the four 
most important things to be considered 
are—one: what subject matter should 
we develop; two: what audience should 
we seek; three: what media, out of 
the many, should be employed—and 
last, how much will such a campaign 
cost? And so far we have been given 
no ideas on these four. 


Several chapters have employed 
booklets to place the qualities of the 
architect before the general public. At 
The Octagon we have received no data 
as to whether the chapters have thought 
the effort worthwhile or any better 
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than the ten points I have enumerated 

We have been trying now for a year 
to publish a booklet of suggestions con- 
cerning public relations—to serve both 
the individual and the pter and I 
assure you that it is di ult to dis- 
cover other than time-worn subjects 
and methods, especially so on our in- 
come possibilities. Perhaps we should 
have someone at The Octagon who 
writes concerning architecture and so 
well that it might be syndicated. May 
I say—any flash of true brilliance 
would be welcomed. One I am 
certain about is that we can do a bet- 
ter job of writing for publie consump- 
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tion; but as Disraeli once said: "It is 
much easier to be critical than correct." 
It is my idea, however, that before the 
beginning of the new year when our 
new schedule of dues becomes effective, 
we will have had developed a trial pub- 
lic relations program; but more import- 
ant, a further enlargement of our educa- 
tional needs. 

This brings to mind that we have 
still, as a profession, to learn that seri- 
ous papers concerning our ideas, well 
presented, have some publicity value, 
whereas careless, even delightful re- 
marks have entertainment value only. 
I repeat the best job can be accom- 
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plished by developing friendly and per- 
sonal influence at the chapter level. I 
г to you—get to work as individual 
architects so that with the bricks you 
make, we can build the lasting struc- 
ture of our profession; and don't de- 
pend upon push buttons and laziness 
Frankly, as I look at it, I am a reed 
on which you may lean—for a short 
while—but nevertheless, a reed. Your 
strength as a profession lies in your 
own virility and unless you possess it 
individually, society will pay you no 
attention. For example: The Biloxi con- 
ference and again The Institute owes a 
(Continued on Page 20) 
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M 192 ness Administration at the University building. 
T a SO of Michigan in Ann Arbor, the follow- 4. Detailed planning of the function- 
+ ing factors were considered in sequence ing of the various departments 

1. The relationship of the site to the 5. Architectural treatment of both 
k rest of the campus insofar as stu- exterior and interior, including the 

; dent traffic to and from the build- problems of acoustics, lighting, etc 
f ing is concerned An analysis of the relationship be- 


2. The relationship of the various tween the site and the r of the cam- 
functions of the school to each pus indicated that approximately 85% 
other. of student traffic to the building would 
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MAIN 


come from the northwest. It was an- 
ticipated that about 10% would come 
from the northeast, with the balance 
being divided between the other points 
of the compass. On the basis of this 
analysis the first major decision ar- 
rived at was that the main entrance 
should be as near to the northwest cor- 
ner of the site as possible; that a sec- 
ondary entrance should be located near 
the northeast corner; that a minor en- 
trance should be placed toward the 
south end of the site. The relative con- 
centration of students at these en- 
trances were determining factors in the 
design of the entrance lobby, together 


ENTRANCE TERRACE 
with the corridor and stairway system 
which lead from it. 

The requirements of the University 
were that the building should contain 
five lecture rooms having a total seat- 
ing capacity of approximately 750; a 
library with reading accommodations 
for 350 to 400 students and stack room 
space for 80,000 to 100,000 volumes, to- 
gether with appropriate work rooms 
and offices for the library staff; the 
equivalent of 27 classrooms, some of 
which would be used as laboratories; 
8 to 10 seminar rooms; private offices 
to house approximately 80 faculty 
members with their secretarial staff; 


DETAIL 


administrative offices for the school 
including a private office and confer- 
ence room for the Dean; special facil- 
ities for the Bureau of Business Re- 
search and for the Bureau of Industrial 
Relations; two student lounge rooms 
where smoking would be permitted; a 
general faculty lounge; and the usual 
accessory areas necessary for toilets, 
utilities, mechanical equipment, jani- 
tors service etc. 

Since the largest concentration of 
students would be in the lecture rooms 
and since many of these students would 
be entering and leaving the building 
simply for the purpose of attending 
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lectures, it was decided that the five 
lecture rooms should be grouped to- 
gether and placed on the first floor in 
the area between the main and secon- 
dary entrances so that student traffic 
to and from these rooms would not be 
mixed up with traffic to other parts of 
the building. 
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ause of the fact that the library 
be used primarily by students 
were majoring in Business Ad- 


led section of the building and in 
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pleased to have been chosen to render 
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ies on the second floor in a rather together in a separate 
building and to place the faculty offices 


an area where the principal reading in a tower which would be planned 
room would have plenty of north light. 
Different methods of providing class- 


along the line of a miniature com- 
mercial building. It was felt that such 


tration and who would end room and faculty office space were de- an arrangement would accomplish three 
of their classroom periods in the veloped in sketch it was objectives: 
ng, it was decided to place these finally decided to group the classrooms (a) The classrooms would be imperson- 


of the al areas which could be assigned 
for the use of different professors 
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at different hours of the day. In 
some of the older buildings on the 
campus where faculty off s have 
been located adjacent to classrooms, 
faculty members have often sought 
to exercise a proprietary right over 
the classroom as well as their of- 
fice space. Scheduling difficulties 
and personnel problems caused by 
such attitudes have been eliminated 
in the arrangement of this new 
building. 


(b) Placing of the faculty for a School 


of Business Administration in the 
equivalent of a commercial office 
structure trains the student to ap- 
proach a member of the faculty in 
the same manner in which he will 
be required to approach business 
men after his graduation from col- 
lege. It also provides reasonable 
privacy for the members of the 
faculty since they are definitely 
removed from the noise of class- 


MICHIGAN SOCIETY OF ARCHITECTS 


room corridor traffic. Direct access 
between the tower and other por- 
tions of the structure is provided 
on each floor so that by taking an 
elevator from their office floor, 
members of the faculty can readily 
reach any classroom floor, and stu- 
dents, by using the same elevators, 
can go from any classroom floor to 
any faculty office floor in a mini- 
mum of time and with a minimum 
of effort. 


(c) The ceiling lights used in the fac- 


ulty offices could be reduced to or 
below those normally found in 
commercial office buildings. In the 
older buildings, where faculty of- 
fices and classrooms are placed side 
by side, the high ceilings required 
for the classrooms represent wasted 
space in the offices. This excess 
cubage has been eliminated by the 
tower arrangement. 

The principal approach to the build- 
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ing is along a diagonal walk leading 
through the adjacent Law Quadrangle. 
It was, therefore, decided to place the 
tower, which would be the principal 
architectural feature of the building, on 
approximately the axis of this diagonal 
walk. 

These basic decisions having been 
made, the only logical development of 
the plan was one in which a student 
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ENTRANGE L 


ld enter a main lobby near the 
hwest corner of the site. From this 
by he would turn left into a corri- 
leading to the lecture rooms; would 
eed straight ahead into a corridor 
ling to the classroom wing; would 
p stairs to the second floor library 
classroom area; would go down- 
Es to the basement classroom; or 
Ма turn right to the administrative 
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omitted entirely in order to increase the 
acoustical effectiveness of the room; to 
avoid expense required for installation 
and maintenance of automatic curtains 
necessary to darken the room for visual 
education programs; and to make the 
speaker's platform the only point of 
visual interest in the room. Each speak- 
er's platform is equipped with a sliding 
blackboard and a projection screen. 
Small storage areas are provided ad- 
jacent to the speaker's platform in each 
lecture room for equipment and lecture 
material. 


ALL CINDER BLOCK 
IN SCHOOL OF 
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Detroit's Pioneer 
Cinder Block Manufacturers 
offices of the school and to the elevators 
serving the faculty tower. After this 
basic circulation scheme had been de- 
veloped we then proceeded with the 
detailed planning and design of the 
various departments of the school. 
The three largest lecture rooms have 
sloping floors. The benches and chairs 
are placed on terraces while the aisles 
are in the form of ramps. Windows are 
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TURE ROOM 


The library is arranged with the card 
catalogue reference section for students 
adjacent to the left of the main en- 
trance to the library section. The 
charging desk is immediately adjacent 
to the card catalogue files. A door di- 
rectly behind the charging desk pro- 
vides access to stack space which will 
ultimately be three tiers high and ac- 
commodate 100,000 volumes. The first 
two tiers of stacks were installed as a 
part of the original building contract 
Library work rooms and offices for the 
staff are at the rear of the stacks. 
There are two principal reading rooms. 
A large room with windows to the 
north seats approximately 5 people 
and is intended for general reading pur- 
A smaller reading room seating 
ces east and is used for periodicals, 


newspapers, and other current publ 
tions. A small doorway at one end 
the main reading room provides dir 
access to the librarian's office. 

The standard classroom in this bu 
ing was designed for fifty students 4 
measures approximately 22 ft. x 36 
in size. The classroom wing is design 
in 12 bays, each of which operates a 
unit so far as heating, ventilating 4 
lighting is concerned. It is, therefc 
possible to increase or decrease 
standard classroom unit in intervals| 
12 ft. at any time the University m 
so desire. The special laboratories 
housed in the cl room wing and 
derfloor ducts for electric work ha 
been provided so that automatic b 
ness machines сап be plugged in аға 
location desired in the laboratories. 
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BUILDING FOR OUR STATE UNIVERSITY ... 
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he second and third floors of the 
er have been designed in relatively 
hll rooms to house small groups. 
inars are held in these rooms. 

he Bureau of Industrial Relations 
oused on the third floor of the tower 
ere it has its own library adjacent 
the main library stack room. This 
angement provides easy transfer of 
ding materials from the main stacks 
he department. 

he fourth floor of the tower has 
n especially adapted to the activi- 
pof the Department of Business Re- 
rch. The fifth, sixth, seventh and 
hth floors are devoted to faculty 
ices. Directly opposite the elevator 
rance to each floor is a space for 
eceptionist and for the stenographers 
1 secretaries of the faculty members 
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whose offices are located on that floor. 
In the center of the north side of the 
tower on each floor there is a joint con- 
ference room for the use of all facul- 
ty members on the floor. The ninth 
floor of the tower contains the general 
faculty lounge, a small kitchenette, and 
toilet facilities. There is also an obser- 
vation roof deck at this level. 

Two student lounges are provided, 
one in the basement and one on the 
second floor adjacent to the library. 
The lounge in the basement is equipped 
with a complete kitchenette, which is 
extensively used in connection with 
various student functions. A small lock- 
er room for the use of town students is 
adjacent to the student lounge in the 
basement. 

The structural framework for the 
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building is of reinforced concrete, up 
to the fourth floor level. The faculty 
office tower above the fourth floor is 
of structural steel construction. 
Artificial lighting throughout the 
structure is provided by recessed 
fluorescent fixtures with egg-crate lou- 
vres set flush with the ceilings. Ceilings 


ST WALL LIBRARY WINS 


themselves are of acoustic material used. Sheet rubber flooring was used 
cemented on rock lath. All finished in the library reading rooms, cork 
masonry walls throughout the interior flooring on the ramps of the lecture 
of the structure are of painted cinder rooms, and asphalt tile was used as a 
block, with the exception of corridors flooring material in all other areas of 
and lecture room and library reading the building. 

room wainscots, where a brick similar Most windows are double-hung alum- 
to the exterior face brick has been inum. Aluminum is also used for all 
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other exposed metal work throughout 
the building. Interior doors are of wood 
with metal frames. Toilet stalls are of 
metal. 


All classrooms, laboratories, and lec- 
ture rooms were provided with recesses 
equipped with coat rods, coat hangers 
and racks for hats and books. No lock- 
ers were used in corridors, 


Heating throughout the building is 
by steam through recessed convectors 
underneath the windows, controlled by 
thermostats in each room. Some supple- 
mental heat is provided through a fan 
and blower system. The fans are located 
in the basement and supply ducts are 
contained in corridor ceilings. Separate 
fans are provided for the lecture rooms, 
library, and classroom sections of the 
building. 


Ray W. Covey was structural engin- 
eer, and George Wagschal Associates, 
mechanical and electrical engineers on 
the building. Collaborating with the 
architects during all stages of planning 
and construction were: Russell A. Stev- 
enson, Dean of the School of Business 
Administration; Walter M. Roth, plant 
superintendent; and Lynn W. Fry, sup- 


ervisor of plant extension for the uni- fe 
versity. The building contains 1,811,000 Е; 
cubic feet. x | = 
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WALKER—From Page 6 


great deal to an audacious individual— 
Moreland Smith. 

As your President I have had two 
meetings with Mr. Truman and believe 
we have established very friendly rela- 
tions with him—something we think 
highly desirable. We have asked him 
to address the next Convention. I have 
set up the idea that every time the 
Board of Directors or the Executive 
Committee meets we try to meet the 
highest political authority in the place 
of meeting—and each time we try to 
get favorable public comment on our 
meeting with him. 


I do not believe that press releases 
from Washington have much meaning 
unless they increase local advantage 
and I hope that we, in Washington, will 
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always think of names in these releases 
which have local significance rather 
than one with a supposedly national 
reputation. I want our staff to be self- 
effacing to the extent of seeking always 
the enhancement of A.LA. members. 

But I do not think we at Washington 
receive information concerning all the 
real accomplishments that the chapters 
may achieve. We do not need to become 
vainglorious; but one thing which can 
be of help in establishing public esteem 
is to know and spread that knowledge 
when a group of men has finished a 
good job—in relation to city planning— 
in helping a city bureau overcome its 
difficulties; and The Institute should 
pass on the "how" not only within our 
own organization but also see whether 
we can build a larger fire outside. 

I am trying to say The A.LA. is a 
two-way street: that we who suppos- 
edly direct your destinies can do so 
only if you give us first: necessary 
backing of individual competence. Sec- 
ond: well organized chapter and state 
association programs which look to- 
ward creating friendly relations; and 
third, that you furnish sufficient in- 
formation for us to meet with Govern- 
ment agencies, and if nec г, polit- 
ical influence back home. For example, 
a strong flow of letters in favor of the 
Davis Bill which, if your influence is 
steady and strong enough, will act to 
our eventual advantage. I assure you 
without your backing, any action which 
Ned Purves, Louis Justement or I may 
undertake, will meet only with frustra- 
tion. Do you believe in the Silverson 
idea of tax equalization? If so, get oth- 
er professions here in the widespread 
cities of the country to add their sup- 
port. How many of you read Senator 
George's press statement of the neces 
sity of helping the creative professions? 
I quote a brief editorial from the New 
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1949, Weekly B 
York Sun: 
"Senator Walter F. George of Georg- 
ia, long noted for his refusal to let his 
party do his economic thinking for 
him, would like to see tax concessions 
given as a reward for enterprise. He 
believes that there is no sounder way 
of stimulating business, admittedly in 
need of a shot in the arm, than by re- 
ducing the big tax burden which now 
is stifling initiative. To this end he sug- 
gests tax credits on dividends collected 
by an individual investor, preferential 
treatment for earned incomes. special 
consideration for creative talent, special 
deductions for long-range research 
more liberal allowances for business 
men amortizing their plants and equip- 
ment and elimination of the wartime 
excise taxes. 
*Any such program, of course, would 
reduce the amount the tax collector 
now is taking in but Senator George 
and a great many other people believe 
that it would bring an expansion which 
would ultimately result in a net gain in 
revenues ы 
If you have read this in your own 
paper, how many of you thought to 
write him, urging him on? 
I do not want to leave this subject 
on the note of selfish interest, so I 
would repeat: We must always present 
ourselves as a group of professional 
men activated not only by selfish in- 
terests but also to benefit the society. 
Public relations are much more than 
mere plague. They are something which 
the soft voice of Laotse indicated 
in China some thousands of years ago: 
"If you can bear issue and nourish 
its growing, 

If you can guide without claim or 
strife, 

If you can stay in the lead of men 
without their knowing— 

You are at the core of life." 
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MR. MAYBE, MISS BRUSHOFF, 
"SAME OLD SPECIFICATIONS" 


By Fred P. Sutton 


Reprinted from THE BLUE PRINT, of 
the Westchester Chapter, А.А. 


As a renegade architect, I have had 
an opportunity to make observations 
from both sides of the fence. In my 
present capacity as technical advisor to 
practicing architects on the subject (no 
advertising), I have called on thousands 
of these learned gentlemen in their 
native habitats from Maine to Texas. 
Be assured that my comments are be- 
ing made purely in the interest of good 
will and should they resemble any ar- 
chitect, living or dead, we mean two 
other fellows. 

Perhaps one of our mutual contem- 
poraries may even see fit to supply a 
rebuttal, which will require my retreat 
into the dog house. 

In looking upon the architects, I 
should like to classify them into three 
groups, with a few possible sub-divi- 
sions. 

Group One will cover a small minor- 
ity which we will refer to as "Mr. 
Maybe." He is the architect who greets 
you with one eye while the other eye 
continues to read mail. If you are for- 
tunate enough to catch him in a stand- 
ing position and offer to shake hands, 
you are not certain whether he is greet- 
ing you or bidding you good-bye. How- 
ever, you are in, so you start your talk. 
Beginning, during and at the end of 
your talk, Mr. "Maybe" has failed to 
move an eyebrow or utter a word. As 
you leave, you wonder whether or not 
he remembers your having been there. 
As mentioned previously, there are 
very few of this type. 

Group Two is quite different. He is 
guarded by a receptionist whom we 


that the man you wish to see is either 
in conference, out-of-town, doesn't 
work here or is busy. Assuming that 
we finally get in to see our man, he 
immediately informs us that it is truly 
a waste of good time to call on him. 
He is entirely familiar with the product, 
has known about it for years, and in 
fact has been using the same specifica- 
tion for over 20 years and as yet has 
not had a building fall down. With 
this type you experience great diffi- 
culty in selling the idea that there are 
new developments in the construction 
and manufacturing fields. It requires 
considerable technique to suggest that 
a 20-year-old specification is exactly 
twenty years old. 

Group Three comprises about seven- 
ty five per cent of our contacts and 
we will refer to him as Mr. "Regular 
Architect.” It is with this type that we 
will deal principally. First, Type A. 
We find that he can be approached if 
we exercise normal diplomacy. We 
fully appreciate that a good listener 
should be kept a good listener and not 
blow our prospects by telling stories, 
or otherwise abusing the privilege. 

Mr. Regular Architect, Type B, has 
one characteristic which I feel is worthy 
of mention. You call at his office, pre- 
sent your card and the receptionist 
asks you to have a seat. Mr. Regular 
Architect will see you presently. You 
examine the seats; one is an Abysinian 
antique and the other a two legged 
stool. After a thorough analysis of 
the structural properties of the seat, 
you decide to remain standing. Twenty 
minutes later the girl smiles and says, 
"Mr. Regular Architect will see you 
presently." Thirty minutes later your 
heels become real cool—if you know 
what I mean. Again, this opinion is 
obtained from manufacturers repre- 


shall call Miss *Brush-Off." It seems  sentatives. 
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We now meet Mr. R.A. Type C, who 
Bives you a very intelligent hearing 
and appears really interested. You 
feel very confident that you have sold 
a bill of goods. Two months later the 
specifications are released and we find 
that they are just the "same old speci- 
fications" or equal. 

Of course, most of the above is based 
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FLINT MOSAIC TILE & TERRAZZO, INC. 


€-244| EAST BRISTOL ROAD, FLINT, MICHIGAN 


PHONE: FLINT 3-3551 
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THE 
BELDEN 
STARK 
BRICK 
COMPANY 


"Michigan's Foremost Brick Company" 

BELDEN Face Brick Since 18 
Stark Glazed Tile PC Glass Block 
14305 Livernois Ave., 
WE. 3-1331 


JOHN H. FREEMAN | 


FINISH HARDWARE 


Architects Bldg. — Detroit 1 
Ph 
TEmple 1-6760 


Members American Society Architectural 


Hardware Consultants 


Detroit 4 


Jnderwriters Laboratories 
Inspected, Fire Resistive 


VAULT DOORS 


Built to S.M.N.A. Spee. 
SAFES MONEY CHESTS and 


BANK VAULTS 
Diebold 


INCORPORATED 


4105 CASS AVE. DETROIT 1 
TEmple 3-4477 


Our 29th Year 
WESTINGHOUSE 

AFR CONDITIONING 
INDUSTRIAL HEATING 
DESIGNED 


and 


INSTALLED 


Mechanical Heat & Cold Inc. 


12320 HAMILTON AVE., DETROIT 3 
PHONE TO. 8-9600 


fact 
itive 


that the manufacturer 
has a thorough working 
and is 


of good 


procedure 
a catalog carrier. 


With the Regular Architect, we have 


not merely 


found that if we have established his 
confidence, he will call us in when he 
nceds specific information. He is will- 
ing and anxious to cooperate with the 

ufacturer's representative and all 


1ave to do to justify this confidence 
is to supply qualified information with 
the courtesy and respect due any Reg- 
ular Arc ct 

In conclusion, may I be so bold as to 
say that we expect to be rebuffed on 
occasion, we may barge in on the archi- 
tect at the yng time, but that w 
would appr ate the gentle and 
fied postponement of our visit 


rather 
than have Miss Brush-Off give us the 


business without even 
genuineness of our call 


verifying the 


NEW FIRE-RATED PARTITION 


Recently developed and announced 
' the Metal Lath Manufacturers As- 
sociation of Cleveland, Ohio, a one-hour 
fire-rated 1%” solid partition for non- 
bearing wall construction is concisely 
described and clearly illustrated in an 
ing new, 4-page "blueprint fold- 
er" just issued by this organization. 
Meeting all building code require- 
ments, this partition consists of perlite 
or vermiculite gypsum plaster applied 


VIOLA PARANT 
à E 
Contracts - 


Specifications - Business Letters 


Br Cross in 
1475 Penobscot Buildin 


g Detroit 26 
WO. 1-2722 


BEAUTIFUL INTERIORS 


are created with wall paper 


ng to show 


Let Us Help You 


"Ask Your Decorator” 


Fisher Wall Paper 
and Paint Co. 


s largest wall paper distributors 
5 LOCAL BRANCHES IN DETROIT 


———— К 
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* BLUEPRINTS (Nu-Blue) 

* PHOTOSTATS (Sharp) 


те Michigan 


* PHOTOGRAPHIC MURALS 
ENLARGEMENTS e 
MOUNTING 


Suappy Delivery Serutce! 


TONING 


САЦ FOR OUR SALESMAN 


THE MULTI-COLOR COMPANY 


429 WOODWARD 126 DELAWARE 
CA 0666 MA 0780 


over 2.5-lb. diamond-mesh expanded 
metal lath to an overall 115” thickness 
and weighs only about five pounds per 


uare foot. The thinnest and lightest 
resistive non-bearing wall partition 
oped to date, it not only provides 
г fire resistance but also offers 
space-and-material-saving possi- 
in both commercial construction 
sidential building. 


fir 
dev 
supet 


bilitie 
E r 


The folder, of standard letter-size for 
quick reference and convenient filin 
icts the advantageous use of this 
st contributor to lower-cost, light- 
er-weight fire-resistive construction for 
building hollow partitions on wood or 
metal studs, double partitions on steel 
studs for application requiring extreme 
sound r ance (49 Decibels or more 
reduction), and solid partitions 
with or without studs. 


new 


Literature also summarizes the re- 
s of fire-endurance and hose-stream 
s passed by the ultra-thin partition 


summer, when two panels were 
ed in conformance with ASTM 
Specifications for Tests of Building 


and Materials at the en- 
gineering experiment station of one 
large mid-western univ ty. "Before 
and after" views of tests panels are in- 
cluded 

Copies of this fact-filled folder are 
available to interested architects, en- 
gineers, designers, contractors, builders, 
and building officials on request. Write 
to the Metal Lath Manufacturers Asso- 
ciation, 636 Engineers Building, Cleve- 
land 14, Ohio 
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The Toledo Plate & 
Window Glass Co. 


Glass Jobbers & Glazing 
Contractors 


Distributors of 
TEE PEE Asphalt Shingles 
Asbestos Siding 
WAREHO 
Grand Rap 
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Cleveland 


Detroit 


Toledo 


to specify. Made 
oils and 
igments. 
tests 
Plasti-Glaze 
erly applied 
ned will 
as fhe 
ries rubbery 
rock hard 
ply, easy to 


= = remove. 
FOR LONG LIFE, WEATHER AND AIR-TIGHT 
GLAZING USE AMERICA'S LEADING GLAZ- 
ING COMPOUND — PLASTI-GLAZE. 


PLASTIC PRODUCTS CO. Mc. 


DETROIT +: - CHICAGO +++ JERREY CITY 
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Edited by E. J. Brunner, Secty.-Mgr.. 
Builders & Traders Exchange of Detroit 


PROSPECTS FOR 1950 | 


Total dollar volume of construction 
in 1950 will equal the 1949 record of 
$19!5 billion. 

Private construction in 1950 will drop 
about one billion dollars but public 
construction will be that much greater. 

Measüred in physical volume, total 
new construction in 1950 will be on 
about par with 1949. Construction costs 
will show a slight upward tendency 
but the average for the year will be 
about the same as in 1949. 

Requirements for lumber and paint 
may be slightly lower than in 1949, but 
demand for cement and reinforcing 
steel will be greater. 

The total value of private construc- 
tion to be put in place in 1950 will be 
about $13.1 billion or seven per cent 
less than in 1949. Declines are expected 
in residential, non-residential, farm 
construction and public utility con- 
struction. Industrial construction will 
drop about 26 per cent, continuing the 
downward trend evident in 1949. 
Churches and recreational facilities 
will drop. 

The value of new commercial con- 
struction such as stores is expected to 
be greater in 1950 than it was in 1949. 

Expenditures for all types of public 
construction probably will be greater 
in 1950 except for military and naval 
facilities. 

Public housing will show the greatest 
increase. There will be still more school 
building. Highway construction will in- 
crease about 15 per cent. 

AM the above is excerpted from a 
report released by the U. S. Department 
of Commerce and is based on “accord- 
ing to joint estimates of the Depart- 
ment of Commerce and Labor." 

The editing from their long report is 
done by the editor of this column. 
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Daelyte Service 
Company 


Painting Contractors 
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Window Cleaning Building Cleaning 
Cement Finishing Concrete Restoration 
Water Proofing Tuck Pointing 


300 Riopelle WO. 1-4131 
= Detroit 7, Mich, 
EMM enm mcm mcm 


MICHI GAN s Y OF ARCHITECTS 


GEORGE W. . WALKER, 
Designer of Detroit, 
by United States Radiator Corporation 
and Pacific Steel Boiler Division, it was 
announced by Wesley 
J. Peoples, Chairman 
of the Board and Pres- 
ident. 

Walker and his staff 
have begun extensive 
restyling of all U. S. 


Industrial 


and Pacific heating 
products. 
Walker, internation- 


ally famous industrial 
designer, was awarded 
the Gold Medal for 
"The Fashion Car of 1 
the Year." Many prod- lu 
ucts styled by Walker have set new 
sales records. Sales stimulation, through 
product styling, is the prerequisite of 
the Walker organization. 
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VIRGINIA SNYDER 
372 W. LEWISTON 
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FERNDALE, MICH. 
LINCOLN 2-4863 


HARRIGAN 


AND 


REID СО. 


HEATING & PLUMBING 
ENGINEERS 


SUMMER AND WINTER 
AIR CONDITIONING 


SHEET METAL WORK 


Phone: 
CAdillac 0243 
1365 BAGLEY AVENUE 
Detroit 26, Mich. 


HOgarth 7494 


RAVE 


* AIR CONDITIONING TT. 


5% ER 


өне” 


has been engaged | 


SIN 


REG. PROF. MECH. & ELECT. ENGINEER 


FRED L. PEARSON 


CONSULTING ENGINEER 


WOodward 5-0188 1436 Majestic Bldg., 


Detroit 26 


YOUR PLANT- Now! 


Critical materials are not required 
to erect glass block panels in that 
new plant addition—or in replac- 
ing wornout sash in existing build- 
ings. Get Insulux Glass Block — 
without delay. 


Cadillac Glass Co. 


1-7200 2570 HART AVENUE 
DETROIT 


"26th ANNIVERSARY" 


WOLVERINE 
MARBLE COMPANY 


MARBLE FINISHERS 
And 


TRACTORS 


DETROIT 


TO. 8-7752 TO. 8-7798 


Portable 
Air 

Compressors 

For Rent 


= All Accessories Furnished 
&0 to 500 cu. ft. - By Day, Week or Month 


W. Н. ANDERSON CO., INC. 
DETROIT, MICHIGAN 
— r.. ——ĩ— 


| WAYNE MOHR, 
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14340 Livernois (4) TOwnsend 8 1354 


Detroit Fuel & Supply Co. 


Complete Builders’ Supplies & Lumber 
Producers of Concrete & Cinder Blocks 


5625 East Davison Ave. Detroit 12 
TW. 1-8400 


KRIEGHOFF COMPANY 
GENERAL BUILDERS 


Industrial, 


6661 


Commercial, Institutional 


French Road PLAZA 3400 


V F. H. MARTIN 
CONSTRUCTION CO. 


Cadillac 4890 
355 E. Jefferson Ave. Detroit, Michigan 
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Viking Sprinkler Company 


Fire Protection Engineers & Contractors 


AUTOMATIC SPRINKLER SYSTEMS 
Also a Complete Line of Pre-Action Devices 


{| ТЕ. 1-9604 Detroit 1 


STERLING 
STRUCTURAL STEEL CO. 


Structural & Miscellaneous Iron Work 


12700 Lyndon at Meyers Rd. 
Detroit 27 VE. 8-0230 


z WHOLESALE 
PLUMBING and HEATING SUPPLIES 


Flint — Wangen 
801 W. Baltimore 


— Pontiac 


Koenig Coal & Supply Co. 


CERTIFIED CONCRETE 


Concrete — Fuel Oil — Coal 
Main Office: 1486 Gratiot Ave. CAdillac 1584 


HANLEY COMPANY 


E. F. ZERGA Manager 


Face Brick Unglazed Facing Tilo 
Glazed Brick Glazed Facing Til 
Acid Brick Quarry Tile 


Floor Brick 


14545 Schaefer Hy. VE. 7-3200 Detroit 27 


COLORFUL OHIO SHALE BRICK 
For Residential and Commercial Building 


14183 Wyoming HO. 2384 Detroit 
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— LUMBER DEALERS — 


WM. F. BACK LUMBER CO. — 
5172 St 


WA. 1-9460 
Jean Avenue 


BRAUN LUMBER CO. 


— TO. 8- 


0320 


Davisen and G.T.R R 


DETROIT LUMBER CO. — VI 
5601 W. Jefferson 


1-2090 
Ave., Detroit 9 


RESTRICK LUMBER CO. — HO. 


4830 


14400 Wyoming 


F. M. SIBLEY LUMBER CO. — 
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16623 Wyoming Avenue Detroit 21, 


GLANZ & KILLIAN CO. 


CONTRACTORS 


PLUMBING — HEATING — VENTILATING 
FIRE PROTECTION SPRINELER SYSTEMS 
1761 West Forest Avenue TEmple 1-7820 


6. A. Odien Equipment Co. 


RENTALS 
Backhoe Machines, Air Compressors 
renching Machines 
TYler 4-0100 
1935 McGRAW AVE. DETROIT 8, MICH. 


FISHER BUILDING 


Madison 0810 Detroit, Mich 
John A. Mercier Brick Co. 
"MERCRETE'" 


SLAG CONCRETE BLOCK & BRICK 
COMMON BRICK 
QUALITY FACE BRICK 
3895 Roulo Ave., Dearborn VI. 1-0761 
— utut 


NELSON COMPANY 


Plumbing, Heating & Air Conditioning Supplies 
WHOLESALE 


Main Office and Display Room 
2804 FOURTH AVE. Phone WO. 2-4160 
Royal Oak — Grosse Pointe — Ann Arbor 
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L GENERAL CONSTRUCTION 


839 Collingwood Ave. Detroit 2, Michigan 


FREDERIC B. STEVENS INCORPORATED 


FACE BRICK, GLAZED BRICK, GLAZED AND 
UNGLAZED TILE. FLOOR TILE—ANTI-HYDRO 
For Hardening and Walerprooling Concrete 
1800-18th St. at Vernor Hwy. TA. 5-0725 


INDUSTRIAL 
POWER WIRING LIGHT 


Grangood Electric Service 


ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS 


19744 Vaughan Ave., Detroit 19 KE. 1-3910 
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COMPLETE BUILDERS SUPPLIES 


Armored Concrete Curbing 
Master Builders Products 
HEATILATORS - ASPHALTS 


MAdison 4950 


5785 Hamilton Avenue 


12740 Lyndon Ave. 
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. 
Heineman & Lovett Co. 
WATERPROOFING CONTRACTORS HI 
IRON-BOND SYSTEM H 


TY. 6-1225 1 


5327 Tireman Ave., Detroit 4 
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UNiversity 2-3413 


Darin & Armstrong, Inc. 


GENERAL CONTRACTORS 
2041 FENKELL AVENUE 


DETROIT 


BULLETIN: 


We are sending herewith a copy of 
the booklet *Housing and Urban Plan- 
ning—A Statement of Policy and a Pro- 
gram for The American Institute of 
Architects." 

In its report to the 1949 convention 
the Board of Directors stated that this 
report would be published, and would 
be made available to the membership. 
Copies may be obtained from The In- 
stitute’s headquarters upon request by 
individual members or by chapters. 

We will appreciate your calling the 
availability of this booklet to the at- 
tention of the members at your next 
meeting. 

J. W. RANKIN 
Administrative Secretary 


BULLETIN: 

Your issue of November 29 publishes 
a very interesting series of pictures of 
the Edward Everett Elementary School, 
of which Mr. Louis Rossetti is the arch- 
itect, but no plan of the building. Why 
should any paper primarily intended 
for architects publish pictures of any 
new structure without including at 
least a sketch of the general plan? 

Are we drifting back into picture- 
book architecture, or do we really be- 
lieve that planning is an essential part 
of architecture and not just something 
that is worked out after the exterior 
is decided upon? None the less, Cordial- 
ly yours—Robert D. Kohn, New York. 
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THE ALL PURPOSE BRICK 
Sold Exclusively Through 
Distributers & Dealers of Building Supplies 
Manufactured by 
DETROIT BRICK & BLOCK CO. 
Foot of St. Jean VA. 2-4880 


VErmont 8-3200|| 
9143 Hubbelllt 
Detroit d 
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BETTER BRICK BUILDS BETTER 
BUILDINGS 
Perma-Color Face Brick for Beauty 

and Permanence 


VITRIFIED SEWER PIPE GLASS BLOCK 


CENTURY BRICK CO. 


14300 Linwood Detroit 21, Mich. 
UNiversity 1-8200 


Wolverine Stone Company 


NATURAL STONE FOR 


ALL BUILDING PURPOSES 
14290 Meyers Road Detroit 27, Michigan 


Telephone: HOgarth 4295 


R. D. THAYER COMPANY 


WATERPROOFING ENGINEERS 
AND CONTRACTORS 


2701 Joy Road — DETROIT (6) — TYler 6-9626 
842 Hall St., S.E.—GRAND RAPIDS (7)—Ph. 5-5180 


AS EASY TO USE AS IT IS TO 


Attractive gas-fired counter equipment 
modern food 
sible. Gas is fast, flexible, depend- 
able, clean, and economical. Gas-fired 
equipment is compact, easy-to-use, good- 


makes 


looking. 


LOOK AT! 


service pos- 


Shown above is the gas-fired equipment 
at the Town House, 15250 West Seven 
Mile—two broilers, two griddles, and a 
deep fat fryer. Not shown are two coffee 
urns, steam table, and automatic water 


heater, all gas-fired. 
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Building Trades Apprentice Council Graduates Its Largest Class 


By Theodore С. Seemeyer, Jr., Weekly Bulletin Staff 


Before a capacity audience of 1250, 551 apprentice graduates representing 18 trades, were awarded certificates 
at the 4th annual Apprentice Graduation and Testimonial Banquet, sponsored by the Detroit Building Trades 
Apprentice Council, on December 10th, at Jean Goldkette's Fantasia, Detroit, Michigan. It was the largest assem- 
blage of apprentice graduates ever held in the United States. 


The Council is composed of the various management-labor joint apprenticeship committees who represent the 


building trades in this area. 

Representatives of government, man- 
agement, and labor attended the ban- 
quet, which was followed by the cere- 
monies, after which an excellent floor 
show was presented, and, finally, danc- 
ing in the lush Fantasia until 2 A. M. 
Practically all stayed to the very end, 
marking up a big red letter in the cal- 
endar of Detroit Building Trades Ap- 
prenticeship affairs. 

Contributing greatly to the complete 
success of the occasion were the many 
fine speakers and distinguished mem- 
bers of the building industry who were 
called upon to acknowledge special in- 
troductions. 

Finlay C. Allan, chairman of the De- 
troit Building Trades Apprentice Coun- 
cil, in his opening remarks, as chair- 
man of the event, stated that these 551 
apprentice graduates should eventually 
become the leaders in the construction 
field in the years to come, and that 
there is enough work in the Detroit 
area for the next 25 years, "providing 
we have the proper men in the city 
government". 

Judge Ira W. Jayne of the Third Ju- 
dicial Circuit of Michigan was toast- 
master. Among those he introduced 
were Arthur Dondineau, Superinten- 
dent, Detroit Public Schools; Archie 
Virtue, Frank Riley, Irving Bronson, 
Vern Lough and Charles Paluska, all 
members of the executive board, De- 
troit Building and Construction Trades 
Council, A. F. of L.; Maurice M. Hanson, 
Assistant National Director, Bureau of 
Apprenticeship, U. S. Department of 
Labor; John J. Harris, Supervisor, In- 
dustrial Part-time Education, State 


Board of Control for Vocational Educa- 
tion; Earl L. Bedell, Divisional Director 
of Vocational Education for Technical 
and Trade Schools, Detroit Board of 
Education; and Joseph  O'Laughlin, 
President, Michigan State Federation 
of Labor. 

Other distinguished guests introduced 
were L. L. McConachie, President, 
Heating, Piping and Air Conditioning 
Contractors’ Association, who said that 
we must "strike a balance" between 
management and labor and come out 
of the present "fog"; Rodney M. Lock- 
wood, President, National Association 
of Home Builders of the United States; 
C. L. Davis, President, Michigan Chap- 
ter, Associated General Contractors of 
America, Inc.; Welton A. Snow, Secre- 
tary, Apprenticeship Committee, Asso- 
ciated General Contractors of America, 
Inc.; Albert Beever, Secretary-Treasur- 
er, Contracting Plasterers' International 
Association; and Bert Whitney, Vice- 
President, Detroit Building Employers' 
Labor Relations Council. 

Andrew R. Morison, President, De- 
troit Chapter, The American Institute 
of Architects, brought greetings from 
the architectural profession and com- 
mended the good work of the con- 
tractors and highly approved the school. 

In his talk *A salute to Detroit's Ap- 
prentice Training History". Andrew 
McFarlane, President, Detroit Building 
and Construction Trades Council, A. F. 
of L. said that the program for the 
year cost $280,000 and asked the ap- 
prentice graduates to help those who, 
in turn, come after them to graduate. 


Ralph A. MacMullan, Secretary, De- 
troit Building Trades Apprentice Coun- 
cil and Secretary-Manager, Associated 
General Contractors of America, De- 
troit Chapter, Inc., spoke on “What of 
the Future?" and said that it could 
duplicate the same help that was given 
the present graduates. 

In response on behalf of the Build- 
ing Trades Unions, Marion Macioce, 
Vice-President, Detroit Building and 
Construction Trades Council, A. F. of 
L. said that membership is restricted 
cnly against the incompetent workmen, 
and that the efficient worker is new 
blood for the labor movement. 

Henry F. Fett, President, Builders’ 
Association of Metropolitan Detroit, on 
behalf of the Contractors said that “as 
an employer, speaking for other em- 
ployers, this graduation is a triumph 
for free enterprise, and the wives of 
the apprentice graduates should be 
given due credit for encouraging their 
husbands to take the course”. 

On behalf of the graduates, Alex S. 
Piepskowski, Carpenter Apprentice 
graduate, employed by Walter H. Mast, 
Inc., thanked the sponsors of the course 
and also the instructors for the way in 
which they were always ready to help 
the apprentice in his problems, and for 
the privilege of speaking out for them- 
selves if they felt they were not get- 
ting all that they needed. 

Paul M. Geary, Executive Vice-Presi- 
dent, National Electrical Contractors’ 
Association, Washington, D. C., was the 
principal speaker of the evening. He 
spoke on the “Progress of Apprentice- 
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ship in Construction." Some of his 
points were: “the Bureau of Apprentice- 
ship should be national in scope 

the success of any trade plan is coopera- 
tion in that industry . . . there must be 
minimum standards and education 
there should be adequacy of employ 
ment to give proper transition from 
one area to another . wages should 
be an incentive to progress... manage- 
ment and labor must control the ap- 
prenticeship program . . . do not stop 
studying, the building and construction 
industry is a pace-setter . . . give em- 
ployer a fair day's work for a fair day's 
pay lend a helping hand to the 
fellow who follows you . . . the build- 
ing and construction industry is one of 
the most important and dynamic indus- 
tries in the United States". 

Frank X. Martel, President, Detroit 
and Wayne County Federation of Labor, 
A. F. of L., spoke last, on "The Local 
Significance of Apprenticeship." "The 
industry itself has a responsibility," he 
said, “and the skill of our trained work- 
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men is the best asset we hav And 
he said in closing: “The time is not far 
distant when you will have to take the 
responsibility of those who have been 
guiding the program—so don't shirk 
from the responsibility of conducting 
the schools which have done so much 
for you." 

The presentation of completion cer- 
tificates was made by Thomas P. Ross, 
State Supervisor, Bureau of Appren- 
ticeship, U. S. Department of Labor and 
C. W. Spain, Principal, Detroit Appren- 
tice Training School, to the instructors 
of each trade who, in turn, were to 
disseminate them among the graduates. 

In recognition of many years of faith- 
ful and loyal service instructors in 
their respective fields, watches were 
presented each to Thomas Young, Head 
Instructor, Apprentice Training School, 
Bricklaying and Stone-masonry Divi- 
sion, and Mark Knowles, Head Instruc- 
tor, Apprentice Training School, Plas- 
tering Division. Charles Gould, (re- 
tired) plumbing instructor, in the 
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Plumbing and Steamfitting 
was presented a radio. 

Chairman Finlay C. Allan, in closing 
the formal ceremonies, brought to the 
attention of the audience the fine work 
that was done by James Whyte, Detroit 
Field Representative, Bureau of Ap- 
prenticeship, U. S. Department of La- 
bor, and the outstanding job of George 
W. Combs, Administrative Assistant, 
Associated General Contractors of 
America, Detroit Chapter, Inc., who so 
ably supervised the Banquet and Pro- 
gram arrangements to make the whole 
affair such a success. 
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Receiving the one millionth bag of ver- 
miculite plaster aggregate produced by 
the Zonolite Company Detroit division this 
year is Earl W. Moore, driver for McDon- 
nell Brothers, Inc., pioneer distributors of 
the material in Detroit. Dayton L. Prouty, 
Zonolite's Detroit division manager, is 
shown handing the bag to Moore. Prouty 
reported an 1800 per cent increase since 
1945 in the use of lightweight aggregates 
for plastering in all types of building con- 
struction in the nation. Twenty-seven per 
cent of the mlastering in the U. S. this 
year was done with lightweight aggregates, 
including vermiculite, perlite, pumice and 
others used which gypsum in place of sand, 
as compared to one-and-one-half per cent 
five years ago. 
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MILLIONTH BAG OF ZONOLITE 

An 1800 per cent increase since 1945 
in the use of lightweight aggregates for 
plastering in all types of building con- 
struction in the nation is reported by 
the Detroit Division of Zonolite Com- 
pany, world's principal producer of the 
most widely used lightweight aggre- 
gate, vermiculite. 

Figures revealed by Dayton L. Prou- 
ty, Detroit Division manager of Zono- 
lite, show that the percentage of light- 
weight aggregates, including vermicu- 
lite, perlite, pumice and others used 
with gypsum in place of sand, will be 
about 27 per cent this year in the 
United States. This compares to about 
one and one-half per cent in 1945. 

"Twenty per cent of the plastering 
in the U. S. in 1948 was done with ver- 
miculite aggregate," Prouty said, “and 
I know the current year will show a 
marked increase in this percentage fig- 
ure. 

This week the Zonolite Detroit divi- 
sion shipped its millionth bag of light- 
weight plaster aggregate, produced in 
1949 alone, to lumber and building ma- 
terial dealers in its territory. The terri- 
tory includes Michigan, Ohio, West Vir- 
ginia, western Pennsylvania and west- 
ern New York State. 

“These million bags of plaster aggre- 
gate, when mixed with the proper pro- 
portions of gypsum and water, would 
plaster more than 40,000 houses," Prou- 
ty pointed out. "This quantity of bags 
weighs about 33 million pounds and 
does the work of 400 million pounds of 
sand. Handling of 188,500 tons of need- 
less weight was eliminated in this man- 
ner." 

In an annual report to his sales or- 
ganization, Prouty predicted that the 
first six months of 1950 would be as 
the best six months ever ex- 
perienced in his division. 
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HURON PLANS NEW BUILDINGS 


Having just completed a major ex- 
pansion program which increased his 
Company's manufacturing and distrib- 
uting capacity by a good 50%, Emory 
M. Ford, President of Huron Portland 
Cement Company, with executive of- 
fices in Detroit and producing mill at 
Alpena, Michigan, announces a new 
building program that will further 
expand the Company's production and 
shipping facilities. The first phase of 
Huron's post-war construction project, 
begun in 1946 and completed in 1949, 
covered the installation of 4 new kilns 
with the attendant enlargement of all 
the equipment required for the greatly 
increased flow of materials from raw 
to finished state. This expansion pro- 
gram made the Alpena installation the 
world's largest single cement producing 
mill. Included in this program was the 
addition of another steamer of the fleet 
of the Huron Transportation Company, 
a subsidiary, bringing the number of 
self-unloading bulk carriers to 3. These 
3 ships, the S. T. CRAPO, JOHN W. 
BOARDMAN, and SAMUEL MITCH- 
ELL serve the Company's 10 distribut- 
ing plants located at Saginaw, Detroit 
and Muskegon, Michigan; Cleveland 
and Toledo, Ohio; Milwaukee and 
Green Bay, Wisconsin; Buffalo and 
Oswego, New York; and Duluth, Minne- 
sota. 


1950 will see the second phase in the 
Cement Company's expansion involving 
the addition of 2 new kilns at Alpena 
with the necessary waste-heat boilers, 
coolers, dust precipitators, coal mills, 
and so forth; and the erection of a new 
plant at Superior, Wisconsin. This 
Superior plant will mark a departure 
in Huron's customary distribution prac- 
tice wherein finished cement is carried 
by vessel from Alpena to the bulk stor- 
ages of the auxiliary plants. In this case 
CEMENT CLINKER will be carried 
from Alpena in standard bulk freight- 
ers for finishing at the Superior mill 
which will consist of the necessary fa- 
cilities for storing and handling cement 
clinker together with a grinding plant, 
storage silos for finished cement, and 
packing and loading equipment. It is 
expected that all of these new facilities 
will be in production in the third quar- 
ter of 1950. 

Currently under way as additional 
elements in the Huron Company's en- 
largement are a modern distributing 
plant at Green Bay, Wisconsin, and 
additional storage silos at Muskegon, 
Michigan. The Green Bay plant will re- 
place portable storing and packing fa- 
cilities which have been in use there 
for about 10 years. The harbor, dock 
and building foundations for this plant 
were completed last year. Foundation 
piling for the new Muskegon silos is 
now being driven. These additional 
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storage facilities at Muskegon will 
double Huron's present capacity at that 
port. 

Mr, Ford lists several other pieces of 
new construction that have been au- 
thorized by the Directors in their de- 
termination to make the Huron Port- 
land Cement Company sufficient in 
capacity, modern in methods, and 
quickly responsive to the needs of its 
customers in the construction industry. 
These items include installation of 
radar sets on the 3 ships; new bronze 
propeller for the Str. S. T. CRAPO; 
new turbo-generator for the Str. JOHN 
W. BOARDMAN; revision of the raw 
material handling machinery at Al- 
pena; 4 new electric precipitator in- 
stallations at Alpena; increase in boat 
loading capacit and installation of 
the new Airslide conveyors in the boat 
unloading systems at Milwaukee, To- 
ledo, Saginaw, Duluth and Oswego. 

The completion of the expansion pro- 
gram, as outlined above, will assure a 
much needed increased supply of ce- 
ment for the current building program 
which includes housing projects, in- 
dustrial development and concrete 
highway construction in all territories 
served by this company. 
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